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IbougbtcmHe^SpnnQ  "Rural  District  Council. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1925, 


Houghton-le-Spring, 

April , 1926. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of 
of  Houghton-le-Spring. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  for  your  consideration 
and  acceptance  my  eleventh  Annual  Report  of  Vital  Statistics 
and  Sanitary  Work  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 


1.— NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

Area — 13,192  acres  (land  and  inland  water). 

Population,  census  1921 — 27,365.  Estimated  1925 — 29,270. 

Physical  features  and  general  character  of  the  area. 

The  surface  of  the  district  is  undulating  and  hilly  in 
parts,  especially  on  the  Eastern  and  S.E.  boundaries, 
reaching  an  altitude  of  540  feet  above  sea  level  at  High 
Moorsley.  The  soil  is  generally  boulder  clay  of  varying 
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depths,  with  sometimes  beds  of  sand  and  gravel.  The 
whole  is  underlain,  especially  on  the  Eastern  boundary, 
by  dolomite  or  magnesian  limestone,  which  in  places 
crops  out  to  the  surface.  The  limestone  contains  under- 
ground reservoirs  from  which  the  district  obtains  its. 
water  supply.  On  the  Western  boundary  lie  the  coal 
measures,  with  blue  stone,  shale  and  sand  stone  separated 
from  the  magnesian  limestone  by  tracts  or  dykes  of 
permian. 

Occupations  and  social  conditions. 

Practically  three  quarters  of  the  whole  population  in 
the  district  is  employed  in  the  coal  mining  industry,  the 
proportion  being  588  per  1,000.  They  are  housed  in 
neighbouring  parishes  in  close  proximity  to  the  pits.  The 
remainder  comprise  agricultural  workers  (71  per  1,000) 
persons  engaged  in  transport  and  electric  power  works; 
and  employees  of  Co-operative  Societies. 

Influence  of  Occupation  on  Public  Health. 

As  coal  mining  is  the  chief  industry  in  the  district,  it 
follows  therefore  that  the  main  diseases  affecting  the 
workers  in  their  occupation  are  nystagmus,  rheumatic 
conditions. 

The  proportion  of  cases  of  nystagmus  relatively  to 
the  large  number  of  miners  in  the  district  is  small  and 
in  many  instances  associated  with  refractive  errors — 
heredity  being  a strong  predisposing  factor. 

Exposure  to  damp  and  variations  of  temperature 
makes  the  underground  worker  a fit  victim  to  arthritic 
and  muscular  rheumatism,  causing  a good  deal  of  disab- 
ity  and  abstention  from  work.  The  strenuous  life  under- 
ground also  predisposes  the  worker  to  early  vascular 
changes  which  is  apparent  in  middle  life. 
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Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  5,424. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  5,649 

Rateable  value  and  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — 
Rateable  value  £137,318. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £572  3s.  2d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Birth  Rate. 


The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  during 


the  year  was  728;  and  the  corrected  number  750;  of 
which  380  were  legitimate  males,  345  legitimate  females  ; 
10  illegitimate  males,  and  15  females. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  falls  short  of  the 
average  for  the  past  five  years,  the  rate  being  25’6  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  Excepting  the  year  1922,  when 
it  was  slightly  lower  than  the  previous  years  ; the  rate 
shows  a steady  decline.  It  was  greater  in  1920,  when  it 
reached  the  high  figure  of  38'2. 

The  subjoined  table  gives  the  number  of  births  in- 
cluding the  birth  rate  for  the  last  five  years  — 


Year. 

Total 

Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Hate 
per  1,000. 

Total 

Increase. 

1920 

1037 

545 

492 

38-29 

657 

1921 

860 

429 

431 

30-92 

477 

1922 

798 

404 

394 

28-1 

434 

1923 

781 

386 

395 

27-3 

413 

1924 

873 

475 

398 

29-9 

487 

1925 

750 

390 

360 

25-5 

358 

In  tabular  form  the  births  for  the  year  may  be 
represented  thus  : — 


Maes 

380 

10 


Females. 


345 

15 


390 


360  Total  750  Birth-rate  25‘5 
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Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  as  having 
occurred  in  your  district  during  the  year  1925  was  355, 
comprising  184  males  and  171  females,  which  gives  the 
annual  mortality  rate  of  12*1  per  1,000  of  population. 

Forty-six  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district 
occurred  outside  the  area ; and  9 deaths  of  non-residents 
were  transferred  to  other  authorities  ; making  a total  of 
392.  The  corrected  death  rate  for  all  ages  being  there- 
fore 13*3  which  is  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  took  place  in  the 
second  quarter,  viz.: — 117  ; 100  in  the  4th  ; 92  in  the  3rd  ; 
and  the  least  number  83,  in  the  first. 

The  following  table  illustrates  more  clearly  the 
changes  in  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  last  ten 
years : — 


Year. 

Birtli  Hate. 

Death  Rate. 

Natural  Increase 
per  1000  Living. 

1915 

29-8 

17‘06^ 

1916 

23 '8 

13-66 

1917 

23-81 

i- 26*32 

13-29 

1 15.85 

10*47 

1918 

25*87 

17'33 

1919 

28-35 ) 

17*93  j 

1920 

38-29  i 

14"03  'j 

1921 

30-9 

13-73 

1922 

28-1 

-30-89 

12*82 

13-26 

17-63 

1923 

27-3 

12-52 

1924 

29-9 

13-24 J 

1925 

25-6 

13.3 

12-3 

The  death  rate  is  52  per  cent,  of  the  birth  rate,  as 
against  50’8,  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age  was  128,  being  32*6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths, 
compared  with  an  average  of  36*9  per  cent,  for  the  last 
five  years. 
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Total  Deaths  under  Five  Years. 


Year. 

Total 
all  Ages. 

Total 

under  5 yrs. 

Per  cent,  of 
Total  Deaths 

1920 

380 

151 

39-73 

1921 

383 

139 

34-69 

1922 

364 

124 

34-3 

1923 

368 

163 

44-3 

1924 

386 

122 

31*6 

1925 

392 

128 

32*6 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes. 

The  number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of 
child-birth  is : — 

(1)  From  Sepsis  ..  1 

(2)  From  causes  associated  with  parturition  ...  5 

The  case  under  heading  (1)  took  place  in  an  institu- 
tion outside  the  district,  and  was  therefore  not  notified 
under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Act. 


Infant  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  during  the  year  is  86,  a slight  increase  on  the  previous 
year,  representing  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  114*6  per 
1,000  births.  I regret  to  state  the  rate  shews  an  increase 
on  the  previous  year,  which  was  the  lowest  point  recorded 
during  the  last  30  years.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  out  of  a 
total  of  86  deaths,  44  or  51  per  cent,  are  attributable  to 
congenital  debility,  malformations  and  premature  births, 
conditions  which  to  a great  extent  could  be  avoided  by 
attention  and  care  during  the  ante-natal  period.  Other 
causes  which  have  contributed  to  this  total  are  pneumonia 
all  forms  (13)  and  infective  enteritis  (11)  which  was  very 
prevalent  during  the  hot  months  of  the  summer. 
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The  following  table  illustrates  the  position  for  the 
last  ten  j^ears  : — 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  fast  ten  years. 


Year. 

Total. 

Rate 

Year. 

Total. 

Rate. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

128 

73 

82 

77 

114 

150 

115-32 

126-73 

112-08 

14824 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

116 

102 

77 

97 

82 

86 

111-86 

118-6 

96-4 

124.2 

94 

114-6 

Legitimate.  Illegitimate, 

Males.  Females.  Males.  Females.  Total. 

47  ...  33  ...  2 ...  4 ...  86 


The  number  of  infants  dying  in  the  first  week  of  life 
is  27,  or  31*4  per  cent  of  the  total. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  attendance  of  mothers,  pros- 
pective and  otherwise,  at  the  clinic  held  in  the  local  Wel- 
fare Centre,  is  better  than  previous  years.  Interest  is 
taken  in  the  suggestions  and  advice  offered  at  the  clinic  ; 
and  the  knowledge  thus  acquired  will  in  due  course  be  a 
benefit  to  mothers  and  their  offspring.  In  discussing 
this  subject,  I take  this  opportunity  of  drawing  the  atten- 
tion of  your  Council  to  the  excellent  work  being  done  in 
your  district  by  the  Health  Visitors  appointed  by  the 
County  Council.  To  those  who  cannot  avail  themselves 
of  attending  the  clinic  in  person  ; domiciliary  visits  are 
paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  the  advice  given  is 
usually  accepted  and  acted  upon. 
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Number  of  deaths  and  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred 

in  each  Parish. 


Parish. 

Under 

1 year 

1-2  years 

GG 

U 

VO 

cq 

5-15 

years 

15-25 

years 

25-45 

years 

45-65 

years 

65  years  & 

upwards 

Total 

Eppleton  Gt.  & Little... 

1 

1 

2 

Herrington  E.  & M.  ... 

1 

• • • 

• • . 

• • • 

• . • 

• . • 

• • • 

2 

3 

Herrington  West 

15 

6 

2 

3 

6 

3 

14 

17 

66 

Moorsley 

1 

2 

• • • 

3 

... 

. . . 

2 

6 

14 

Morton  Grange 

2 

4 

2 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

4 

18 

Newbottle  

10 

4 

6 

4 

10 

13 

10 

26 

83 

Offerton  ... 

1 

• • • 

• . • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

3 

6 

Penshaw 

38 

7 

7 

3 

10 

15 

20 

25 

125 

Rainton  East  

8 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

2 

11 

24 

Rainton  West 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

2 

8 

8 

24 

Si  Iks  worth 

7 

2 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

4 

7 

22 

W arden  Law  

... 

• • • 

... 

1 

... 

3 

... 

1 

5 

86 

25 

17 

18 

29 

42 

64 

111 

392 

It  will  be  observed  on  reference  to  the  above  table 
that  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  in  the  parishes 
of  Penshaw,  Newbottle  and  West  Herrington  numbered 
63  out  of  a total  of  86  for  the  entire  district,  or  73'2  per 
cent,  compared  to  84  per  cent,  the  previous  year  And 
those  at  the  other  extreme  of  life,  viz.  65  years  and  up- 
wards, number  68  out  of  a total  of  111,  or  61*2  per 
cent. 

Regarding  the  deaths  of  infants  in  these  parishes 
above  mentioned,  it  will  be  noticed  that  these  districts 
are  furthest  away  from  the  Welfare  Centre  situated  in 
Houghton-le-Spring  Urban  Area.  This  Centre  serves 
practically  the  entire  district  governed  by  your  Council, 
and  it  is  not  surprising  therefore  to  find  that  mothers 
living  so  far  away  from  the  Centre  should  find  it  incon- 
venient and  impossible  to  attend  the  Clinic  on  the  ap- 
pointed days  and  bring  their  infants  in  perambulators. 
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I would  strongly  urge  on  your  Council  the  need  for 
Centres  in,  say  Herrington  or  between  Herrington  and 
Penshaw  to  serve  these  two  districts.  Comparing  infant 
mortality  each  year,  these  two  areas  supply  more  than 
50  per  cent,  of  the  total  number — figures  which  confirm 
the  need  for  establishing  a Centre  in  these  parishes. 

Sixteen  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  certified 
by  coronor’s  inquest  and  three  were  uncertified.  Of  46 
transferred  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district, 
the  following  occurred  at  the  subjoined  institutions  : — 


Poor  Law  Institution  Hospital 
Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland 
Children’s  Hospital,  Sunderland 
County  Lunatic  Asylum 
Black  Fell  Sanatorium 
Private  Hospitals  and  Residences  .. 


8 

17 

7 

3 

1 

10 
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BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE,  and  ANALYSIS  of  MORTALITY  during  the  Year  1925. 
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The  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  were 
‘96  per  1,000  of  the  population,  against  ‘96  the  average 
for  the  previous  five  years. 


Population  ... 

Year  

27077 

1920 

2781 0 

1921 

28380 

1922 

28580 

1923 

29160 

1924 

29270 

1925 

Measles  ... 

8 

3 

18 

2 

| 

5 ! 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

8 

• • • 

17 

2 

6 

Diphtheria  

2 

3 

• • • 

1 

... 

... 

Fever  (Typhoid),  &c.  ... 

• • • 

. . . 

... 

• • • 

. . . 

2 

Small-pox 

2 

, , , 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

Diarrhoea  (under  2) 

17 

22 

5 

10 

14 

13 

31 

33 

8 

46 

18 

28 

For  the  present  year  the  deaths  arranged  as  to  age 
incidence  are  : 


Disease. 

Under 

5 years. 

Above 

5 years. 

1 

Total. 

Measles  ... 

5 

nil 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

2 

6 

Diphtheria 

... 

• • • 

. . * 

Fever  (Enteric),  &c.  ... 

• • • 

2 

2 

Smallpox 

• • . 

• . • 

. . • 

Diarrhoea  (under  2) 

13 

• • * 

13 

23 

5 

28 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  have  been  two  deaths 
from  scarlet  fever,  the  first  to  be  recorded  after  five 
years;  and  two  from  enteric  fever,  after  an  interval  of 
six  years. 

The  following  table  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
relating  to  deaths  in  1925,  is  classified  in  the  light  of 
fuller  information  received  from  certifying  practitioners 
in  response  to  special  inquiries  and  differs  slightly  from 
the  locally  compiled  table  at  the  end. 


13 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female 

1. 

Enteric  fever ... 

2 

0 

2. 

Small-pox 

0 

0 

3. 

Measles 

1 

4 

4. 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

1 

1 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

3 

3 

6. 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

7. 

Influenza 

1 

3 

8. 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

0 

0 

9. 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

0 

0 

10. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

8 

23 

11. 

Other  tuberculosis  diseases 

10 

5 

12. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

10 

14 

13. 

Rheumatic  fever 

0 

0 

14. 

Diabetes 

1 

4 

15. 

Cerebral  haemorrage,  &c. 

14 

6 

16. 

Heart  disease 

13 

. 21 

17. 

Arterio-sclerosis 

8 

3 

18. 

Bronchitis 

11 

12 

19. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

27 

14 

20. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

1 

21. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

2 

22. 

Diarrhoea,  &c.,  under  2 years  ... 

7 

6 

23. 

Appendicitis  ... 

2 

0 

24. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

0 

25. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

4 

7 

26. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

0 

1 

27. 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 
turition 

par- 

0 

5 

28. 

Congenital  debility,  premature  births 

, &c. 

23 

. 21 

29. 

Suicide 

1 

0 

30. 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

9 

2 

31. 

Other  defined  diseases 

34 

. 34 

32. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

2 

33. 

Poliomyelitis... 

2 

2 

198  194 


Totals 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

49 

37 

Illegitimate 

2 

4 

Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate 

380 

345 

Illegitimate 

10 

15 

Total  Births 

390 

360 

Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  amount  distributed  during  the  year  1925  was 
£15,570  10s.  3d. 

The  classes  of  patients  usually  seeking  gratuitous 
medical  relief  and  hospital  care  are  to  be  found  among 
the  aged,  and  chronic  infirm  types;  to  those  by  virtue  of 
their  conduct  or  disability  are  an  encumberance  to  their 
families;  or  persons  who  are  in  actual  receipt  of  relief. 

Causes  of  Sickness  and  Invalidity. 

Among  the  many  causes  which  have  been  noted 
during  the  year  are : — small-pox ; infantile  diarrhoea 
during  the  summer  months;  measles  during  the  latter 
months  of  the  year;  and  whooping  cough.  These  will  be 
referred  to  later  under  their  appropriate  headings. 

Apart  from  infectious  diseases,  including  tuberculosis, 
there  are  other  conditions  which  affect  the  community 
and  result  in  disability  and  loss  of  work,  viz. : — 

Gastric  Catarrh. 

Its  incidence  is  felt  at  all  ages,  more  particular- 
ly in  adults.  Investigation  as  to  the  causes  for  such  a 
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large  proportion  of  cases  has  confirmed  the  opinion  that 
there  are  many  factors  tending  to  produce  this  disease 
which  could  be  prevented  by  attention  to  personal  hygiene 
and  oral  conditions.  In  your  district  the  number  of  cases 
of  dental  caries  and  pyorrhoea  is  appalling.  It  is  the  rule 
with  few  exceptions,  to  find  that  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  clean  teeth;  the  general  impression  being  that 
a mouth  wash  of  salt  and  water  on  odd  occasions  is  all  that 
is  necessary  to  bring  about  the  desired  result.  A different 
aspect  to  conditions  in  Eastern  countries  where  cleansing 
of  the  mouth  is  looked  upon  as  a sacred  duty.  In  regard 
to  diet,  no  discrimination  as  to  quality  or  quantity  is  made; 
hence  we  find  indications  of  digestive  disability  at  an 
early  age,  maturing  later  in  life  into  the  common  diseases 
which  are  present  to-day,  viz.  gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer, 
appendicitis,  &c. 

Much  good  could  be  attained  if  children  were  taught 
the  principles  of  oral  hygiene  at  school,  and  the  use  of 
the  tooth  brush  demonstrated  practically.  Mass  educa- 
tion on  the  other  hand  is  difficult  to  accomplish,  but 
interest  may  be  stimulated  on  these  problems  by  films, 
lectures,  etc.,  or  the  establishment  of  a health  week. 


Bronchitis  and  Respiratory  Affections. 

Every  year  these  cases  are  in  evidence  in  the  colder 
months,  attacking  the  very  young  and  people  at  the  other 
extreme  of  life,  and  this  year  has  been  no  exception  to 
the  rule.  One  of  the  commonest  ailments  met  with  in 
winter  is  the  so  called  “cold  in  the  head.”  As  such,  it 
may  cause  no  more  disturbance  than  a slight  indisposition 
which,  by  care  and  attention  passes  off  in  a few  days. 
Experience  however  shows,  that  in  many  instances  no 
discrimination  is  exercised,  and  the  cases  allowed  to  drift 
to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  tract. 
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Heart  Disease. 

The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  seems  to  in- 
crease yearly.  An  accurate  survey  is  not  obtainable 
owing  to  insufficient  data  ; but  it  is  too  apparent  judging 
by  the  mortality  year  by  year. 

Since  1920,  the  following  deaths  were  recorded: — 


1920 

• • • 

31 

1923 

...  2d 

1921 

• • • 

28 

1924 

29 

1922 

• • • 

27 

1925 

34 

There  are  certain  factors  connected  with  the  disease 
which  might  throw  some  light  on  its  morbidity  in  this 
district. 

1.  More  cases  occur  after  an  epidemic  of  influenza. 

2.  Acute  rheumatism  is  not  so  evident  as  it  used 
to  be ; but  the  sub-acute  and  chronic  varieties  are,  es- 
pecially living  in  damp  conditions  and  overcrowding. 

3.  The  victims  are  not  confined  to  manual  workers: 
but  are  to  be  found  amongst  those  who  have  to  work  by 
concentrated  mental  effort. 

4.  The  chief  sufferers  are  those  above  the  age  of  15 
years,  and  increase  as  the  age  periods  advance. 

5.  A large  percentage  of  cases  are  associated  with 
septic  oral  conditions. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  by  the  County  Council : 

(1)  Tuberculosis. 

There  are  various  Sanatoria  to  which  residents  with- 
in your  district  are  sent,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
D.T.M.O.,  and  which  are  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 
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1.  Wolsingham  Sanatorium  (Hollywood  Hall) 

Males  and  Children) 

2.  Black  Fell  Sanatorium  (Females) 

3.  Leazes  House,  Wolsingham  Sanatorium... 

4.  Sealburn  Sanatorium  (Children)  ... 

5.  Helmington  Row  Sanatorium  (Males) 

6.  Tindale  Crescent  ,,  (Females)  ... 

7.  Other  Sanatoria 

8.  Sunderlahd  Rural  Sanatorium  (Females)... 

9.  Stannington  Sanatorium  (Children  only)  ... 

30  beds  for  Surgical  cases 


169  beds 


30 

8 

24 
14 
12 

5 

25 
80 


>5 


Total  ...  369 


Hospital  for  Surgical  Tuberculosis. 

The  County  Council  have  entered  into  an  agreement 
for  the  admission  and  treatment  of  surgical  cases  of 
tuberculosis  with  the  following  General  Hospitals  in  the 
County,  on  the  recommendation  of  and  after  being  exam- 
ined by  the  D.T.M.O. 

1.  Gateshead  Children’s  Hospital 

2.  Durham  County  Hospital 

3.  Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary 

4.  Children’s  Hospital,  Sunderland 

5.  Southwick  and  Monkwearmouth  Hospital 

6.  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 

(2)  Maternity. 

The  Durham  County  Maternity  Home,  Bishop  Auck- 
land. The  distance  from  this  district  is  too  great  to 
allow  prospective  mothers  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  afforded  for  personal  and  economic  reasons. 
During  the  past  year  there  have  been  a few  cases  from 
your  district  admitted  into  the  Institution  for  treatment. 
There  are  in  addition  several  private  hospitals  in  the 
neighbouring  towns  which  receive  cases  of  this 
description. 
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(3)  Children. 

The  Children’s  Hospital  at  Sunderland  is  available 
for  children  residing  in  the  district.  It  is  subsidized  by 
workmen  and  voluntary  contributions. 

(4)  Fever. 

The  Northern  Isolation  Hospital  situated  at  Junction 
Row,  Fence  Houses,  is  within  the  district,  and  subsidized 
by  your  Council.  The  original  hospital  was  built  of 
corrugated  iron  and  erected  in  1893.  In  addition  to  the 
administrative  block  it  has  three  wards,  each  of  which 
was  provided  with  six  beds.  Subsequently,  four  addition- 
al wards  of  similar  construction  and  size,  three  bed-sitting 
rooms,  bath  rooms?  and  wash-away  conveniences  were 
added  to  the  building.  The  accommodation  provided  is 
as  follows : — 


Scarlet  Fever  No.  1 Ward 

6 beds 

No.  2 ,, 

...  ...  6 

1 1 

No.  3 ,, 

12 

Diphtheria  No.  1 ,, 

• • • r • • 5 

» > 

No.  2 ,, 

• • • • • • 0 

* J 

Enteric  Fever  No.  1 ,, 

10 

J t 

Erysipelas,  etc 

6 

1 5 

Observation  Ward 

• • • • • • 3 

* 1 

Total  56 

Staff. 

The  administration  of  the  hospital  is  carried  out  by 
your  Medical  Superentendent  with  the  help  of  a head 
fully  trained  nurse  and  two  probationer  nurses.  The 
management  of  the  hospital  buildings  is  entrusted  to  the 
caretaker  who,  in  addition  to  supervising  the  transit  of 
patients  to  and  from  hospital,  also  has  charge  of  the  dis- 
infecting apparatus.  The  caretaker’s  wife  looks  after 
and  provides  the  feeding  of  the  inmates  and  nurses,  and 
also  supervises  the  domestic  arrangements  of  the 
Hospital. 
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Working  of  the  Staff. 

The  work  performed  by  the  staff  at  the  hospital 
for  the  past  year  has  been  very  satisfactory,  and  I take 
this  opportunity  of  drawing  the  attention  of  your  Council 
to  the  efficient  service  which  the  nurses  bestowed  on  all 
patients  entrusted  to  their  care.  Credit  must  also  be 
given  to  the  caretaker  and  his  wife  in  the  management 
of  the  Hospital,  food  supply,  and  disinfection  of  bedding, 
etc. 

Cases  treated  in  Hospital  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  144 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  162 


There  has  been  one  death  in  the  Institution  during 
the  year  from  enteric  fever. 

(5)  Small-pox. 

The  small-pox  (Conjoint)  hospital,  jointly  held  by 
the  Houghton-le-Spring  and  Hetton  Unions,  is  available 
for  the  reception  of  these  cases.  It  has  accommodation 
for  20  beds  for  emergency  cases,  and  huts  for  supplemen- 
tary cases,  when  the  wards  are  full. 

The  administration  of  the  hospital  is  carried  out  by 
the  Medical  Officer  in  charge,  also  by  a resident  caretaker 
and  his  wife  who  look  after  the  premises  and  keep  the 
wards  in  order. 

(6)  Other  Hospitals. 

As  general  Hospitals,  those  most  favoured  in  the 

district  are : — 

The  Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland 

The  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 

The  County,  Hospital,  Durham 
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Institutions. 

As  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants  and  homeless  children,  the  Houghton-le-Spring 
and  Hetton  Poor  Law  Institution  is  available.  It  is 
situated  in  the  Houghton-le-Spring  Urban  District. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  infectious  cases.  A horse  ambulance  is 
kept  at  the  Northern  Infectious  Hospital  for  the  trans- 
mission of  cases ; but  your  Council  contemplate  pur- 
chasing a motor  ambulance  shortly  to  replace  the  slower 
type  of  vehicle. 

(b)  For  non-infectious  cases  and  accidents.  The 
various  collieries  in  the  district  have  their  own  motor 
ambulances  for  the  transport  of  any  accidental  cases  at 
their  respective  pits.  The  Houghton-le-Spring  Colliery 
in  addition  has  a motor  Red  Cross  Ambulance  for  which 
a fee  is  charged,  to  convey  needful  cases  to  hospital. 


Laboratory  Work. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council,  provision 
is  made  whereby  medical  practitioners  may  submit 
specimens  to  the  Bacteriological  Department  of  the 
College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  examination 
and  report.  During  the  year  specimens  were  submitted 
with  the  following  results: — 

Positive  Negative  Doubtful 
Diphtheria  ...  1 2 0 

Tuberculosis  ...  9 21  0 

Issue  of  Sera,  Antitoxins,  &c. 

There  has  been  no  demand  for  vaccines  for  influenza 
or  other  diseases;  but  antitoxin  has  been  used  in  all  cases 


21 


of  diphtheria,  a supply  of  which  can  be  readily  obtained 
by  medical  practitioners  on  application  to  the  head  nurse 
at  the  Northern  Infectious  Hospital,  or  to  the  Medical 
Officer. 


CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

The  H oughton-le-Spring  Centre,  situated  in  New- 
bottle  Street,  Houghton-le-Spring,  serves  the  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts.  The  Medical  Officer  in  charge,  appoint- 
ed by  the  County  Council,  attends  and  holds  consultations 
on 

Monday  9.30  a.m.  to  3 p.m. 

Wednesdays  ...  9.30  a.m.  to  3 p.m. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  in  a district  like  ours,  consisting 
as  it  does  of  many  scattered  parishes,  it  is  impossible  to 
have  a Welfare  Centre  in  each.  The  Centre  serving  our 
area  is  too  far  removed  from  some  of  the  Parishes  to  be 
a benefit  to  those  who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  of  the  Clinic;  and  I would  suggest  the  es- 
tablishment of  a centre  in  the  most  populous  parts  of 
our  district,  say  Herrington,  which  would  serve  the  con- 
gested areas  of  West  Herrington,  Penshaw,  and  part  of 
Newbottle.  I need  hardly  point  out  the  advantages  which 
would  accrue  if  such  a project  is  undertaken  by  your 
Council,  particularly  as  we  have  no  Centre  of  our  own  in 
any  part  of  our  district,  and  it  appears  to  be  an  area 
where  it  is  most  needed.  The  attendances  at  the  Local 
Centre  have  been  better  last  year  than  previously  ; and 
the  interest  taken  in  the  subject  on  questions  relating  to 
mothers  and  children  appear  to  be  doing  good,  and  will, 
I feel  certain,  in  future  produce  better  results  than  hither- 
to in  infant  mortality. 
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Day  Nurseries. 

There  are  no  day  nurseries  in  your  district. 

School  Clinics. 

There  are  no  School  Clinics  established  in  the  Rural 
area,  but  children  in  schools  are  periodically  inspected 
by  Medical  Officers  under  the  direction  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. 

A list  of  the  several  dispensaries  serving  the  Rural 
area,  appears  under  the  heading  “Tuberculosis.” 


Venereal  Diseases. 

For  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  the  County 
Council  have  made  arrangements  with  the  following 
Hospitals  to  serve  your  district:  — 


Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 


Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

Sat. 

8-30  a.m. 

8-30  a.m. 

8-30  a.m. 

8-30  a.m. 

8-30  a.m. 

8-30  a.m. 

and 

Men 

Women 

Men 

Women 

Men 

3-30  p.m. 

6-0  p.m. 

3-30  p.m. 

6-0  p.m. 

3-30  p.m. 

Women 

Men 

Men 

Women 

Men 

Royal  Infirmary,  Sunde 

rland 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

Sat. 

6-0  p.m. 

10-0  a.m. 

2-30  p.m. 

10-0  a.m. 

2-30  p.m. 

10-0  a.m. 

Men 

Women 

Women 

Men 

Men 

Men 

11-0  a.m. 

Women  (antenatal) 

County  Hospital,  Durham. 

Men  Women 

Monday  and  Tuesday  5-0  p.m.  Thursday  11-0  a.m.  (Special  cases) 

Monday  and  Thursday  2-30  p.m. 

Venereal  diseases  appear  to  be  still  widely  prevalent 
in  your  district;  and  the  establishment  of  the  various 
clinics,  which  appear  to  be  quite  adequate  and  well-known, 


23 


attract  the  sufferer  directly,  and  not  through  the  medium 
of  the  family  doctor.  Cases  however  coming  under  the 
observation  of  local  practitioners  are  sent  to  the  nearest 
clinic  for  treatment ; hut  unfortunately  many  cease 
attendance  before  completion  of  treatment,  owing  to  dis- 
appearance of  visible  symptoms,  apathy,  ignorance,  fear 
of  exposure,  and  inconvenience  caused  by  having  to 
travel  daily  a distance  of  six  miles.  It  would  be  a great 
advantage  therefore  if  an  irrigation  centre  be  set  up  in 
the  district  so  as  to  save  time  and  expense  to  those  who 
though  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities 
afforded,  are  precluded  from  doing  so  owing  to  the  reason 
mentioned. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

The  Staff  consists  of — 

Medical  Officer — Part  time.  Degree  of  M.B.,  C.M., 
Edin. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector — Whole  time.  Holding 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Junior  Sanitary  Inspector— Whole  time.  Holding 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Health  Visitors — Appointed  by  the  County  Council. 
Holding  Nurses  Certificates,  etc. 

Head  Nurse  to  the  Northern  Infectious  Hospital — 
Whole  time.  Holding  Certificates  for  Nursing 
and  Infectious  Diseases. 

Regarding  the  first  three,  contribution  is  made  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  by  grant. 
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Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General — In  isolated  districts,  the  employment 
of  a nurse  for  that  particular  district  is  established  by 
private  clubs  or  church  organisations,  but  in  your  district 
it  is  not  general. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases.— By  arrangement 
with  the  County  Council,  Health  Visitors  attend  and 
advise  parents  or  guardians  on  the  conduct  of  these 
cases  ; and  if  necessary  the  service  of  the  Staff  of  the 
Infectious  Hospital  may  be  utilized  in  emergency. 

Midwives. 

The  number  of  Certified  Midwives  in  your  area  is 
four.  They  are  not  employed  or  subsidized  by  your 
Council. 

Chemical  Work. 

Whenever  circumstances  arise  necessitating  the  sub- 
mission of  specimens  for  analysis  ; samples  are  taken, 
and  transmitted  in  sealed  packets  to  the  County  Analyst 
for  his  observations  and  report. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Local  Regula- 
lations  relating  to  rhe  public  health  in  force  in  the  district 
with  date  of  adoption. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907.  In  force  in  whole  of  Rural 
District. 

Sections  15,  16,  17,  18,  20,  22,  24,  26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32,  and  33  of 
Part  II. 

Sections  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  43,  44,  45,  46,  48,  49.  and  50  of  Part  III. 
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Part  IV.  In  force  in  Herrington  West,  Moorsley,  Morton  Grange, 
Newbottle,  Penshaw,  Rainton  East,  Rainton  West,  and  Silks- 
worth. 

Section  21  of  Part  II. 

Section  39,  40,  41,  and  42  of  Part  III. 

In  force  at  Offerton.  Section  21  of  Part  II. 

In  force  in  Herrington  East  and  Middle.  Section  39,  40,  41,  and 
42  of  Part  III. 

The  order  under  the  seal  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated 
17th  August,  1911,  and  numbered  57,246,  came  into  operation 
on  28th  September,  1911. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875.  Section  39  (Public  Urinals). 

In  force  in  the  following  Parishes,  by  authority  of  the  respective 
order  quoted  : 

Herrington  West.  Local  Government  Board  Order  No.  55,914, 
dated  30th  August,  1910. 

Penshaw.  Local  Government  Board  Order  No.  61,504,  of  29th 
December,  1913. 

Silksworth.  Local  Government  Board  Order  No.  65,355,  of  30th 
June,  1919. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  Such  of  the  provisions  of  Section  171 
as  incorporate  Section  28  of  the  Towns  Police  Clauses  Act,  1847, 
with  respect  to  obstructions  and  nuisances  in  Streets.  In  force 
within  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District  (Order  of  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  No.  61,504,  dated  29th  December,  1913). 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892.  In  force  in  respect  of  certain 
streets  in  the  Parishes  of  Penshaw,  Herrington  West  and 
Newbottle. 

Bye-laws. 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885, 
came  into  force  1st  March,  1888. 

Nuisances. — In  force  in  East  Rainton,  Moorsley,  Newbottle, 
Penshaw,  Silksworth,  West  Herrington,  West  Rainton,  19th 
April,  1902. 

Slaughterhouses.—- In  force  in  whole  district,  16th  July,  1925. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. — In  force  in  whole  of  Rural 
District,  26th  February,  1925. 

Omnibuses. — In  force  in  whole  of  Rural  Area,  5th  February, 
1924. 

Cemeteries. — In  force  in  Eppleton  Great  and  Eppleton  Little, 
25th  May,  1891. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Infectious  Diseases  generally. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  was  561.  Included  in  this  return  is 
chicken-pox  (notifiable  from  May  15th — August  15th,  and 
from  December  14th — to  end  of  year),  and  tuberculous 
diseases. 

The  following  table  gives  a clear  indication  of  the 
number  of  cases  notified  for  the  past  five  years  : — 


Diseases 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1 

1924 

Average 
Rate  for 
previous 

5 years 

19.5 

Attack 

Rate 

Diphtheria  

44 

23 

19 

11 

12 

•7 

17 

*5 

Erysipelas 

19 

10 

8 

14 

15 

*5 

18 

*6 

Scarlet  Fever  

174 

103 

53 

122 

141 

4-2 

187 

6-3 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

5 

3 

a a a 

1 

4 

*09 

2 

•07 

PulmonaryTuberculosis 

34 

33 

34 

19 

22 

1 

44 

1-5 

Non-Pulmonarv  T.B 

24 

34 

35 

24 

32 

1*1 

44 

1-5 

Oph.  Neonatorum 

14 

9 

23 

27 

19 

*7 

14 

•5 

Pneumonia 

46 

42 

91 

97 

103 

2*7 

100 

3-3 

Puerperal  Fever 

• • • 

2 

1 

« • a 

1 

•02 

a a a 

a a a 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

• • • 

a a a 

• • a 

• a a 

2 

.06 

a a a 

a a « 

Chicket-pox 

• • • 

a • a 

• a . 

• a • 

a a a 

a a a 

92 

3 

Small-pox 

* ' * 

... 

. . . 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

43 

1.5 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

year  1 925. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified, 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Small-pox 

43 

43 

Scarlet  Fever 

187 

144 

2 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paraty- 

17 

15 

... 

phoid) 

2 

1 

2 

*Puerperal  Fever 

a a a 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

100 

41 

Chicken-pox  ... 

92 

Erysipelas 

18 

a a a 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

14 

' ••• 

* 


Inward  transfer. 
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Analysis  of  Infectious  Cases  notified  under 
the  following  age  groups  : 


Disease 

Under 

1 year 

1 year 

2 years 

c n 

ki 

CO 

Gfc 

£ 

>> 

TT 

5 years. 

5-10 

years 

10-15 

years 

15-20 

years 

20-35 

years 

35-45 

years 

45  65 

years 

CD 

CD  2 

U £ 

S3  fS 
® a. 

>>  a 

<c 

Total 

Hospital. 

Diphtheria 

2 

4 

6 

4 

... 

1 

• • • 

... 

17 

15 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

4 

5 

15 

13 

23 

62 

53 

8 

3 

. . . 

1 

• • • 

187 

144 

Enteric  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

t • • 

1 

• • • 

... 

1 

... 

... 

• • • 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

• • • 

... 

. . 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . , 

. . . 

. , . 

Pneumonia 

8 

4 

6 

13 

5 

8 

6 

5 

3 

17 

5 

15 

5 

100 

... 

Erysipelas 

• • • 

2 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

, . . 

1 

4 

8 

1 

18 

• • • 

Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  : 

Males 

• ■ • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

3 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

... 

16 

... 

Females 

• • • 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

4 

4 

11 

4 

2 

• • • 

28 

... 

Non- Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  : 

Males 

1 

• • • 

2 

1 

1 

... 

3 

4 

2 

4 

... 

1 

• • • 

19 

... 

Females 

2 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

4 

2 

4 

6 

... 

... 

1 

25 

• • • 

Ophthal.  Neonatorum 

14 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

14 

• • • 

Chicken-pox 

9 

10 

4 

10 

11 

12 

27 

8 

... 

1 

... 

... 

• • • 

92 

• • • 

Small-pox 

• • * 

2 

... 

... 

• . . 

... 

3 

16 

9 

4 

5 

3 

1 

43 

43 

Analysis  of  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  under  the 

following  age  groups. 


Disease 

Under 

1 year 

1 year 

2 years 

Cfi 

Jh 

aS 

V 

CO 

4 years 

CC 

cS 

Qj 

wO 

5-10 

years 

_ CD 

7 a 
c ® 

r-t  ►*; 

15-20 

years 

20-35 

years 

35-45 

years 

45-65 

years 

CD 

® y 

S ^ 
a 
t-*  s 

co  •*} 

Total 

Diphtheria 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

• • • 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

. . 

... 

2 

• • • 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

. . , 

. . , 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

1 

... 

• • • 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

13 

7 

3 

... 

... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

4 

41 

Erysipelas 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  : 

Males 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Females 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

5 

6 

5 

1 

23 

Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  : 

Males 

• • • 

1 

1 

3 

1 

... 

... 

2 

... 

2 

10 

Females 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

... 

... 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Ophthal.  Neonatorum... 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Chicken-pox  ... 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

Measles 

1 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

... 

• • • 

... 

1 

... 

1 

6 

Influenza 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 yrs.) 

11 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

• • • 

• » » 

« • • 

13 

28 


The  following  table  gives  the  distribution  of  deaths 
from  infectious  diseases  in  the  various  Parishes  in  1925: 
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GO 

pi 

o 

Ol 

03 

w 

• 

P 

c 

c 

Diseases 

Herringt 

West 

Moorsley 

Morton 

Grange 

-P 

o 

& 

£ 

0) 

£ 

Offerton 

Penshaw 

c 

o 

-p 

rH 

o3 

£ 

Rainton 

West 

P 

O 

F 

OQ 

M 

i—H 

CD 

Herringt 
E.  & M. 

Warden 

Law 

Total.  . 

Diphtheria 

• • • 

• • • 

Erysipelas 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

. • . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • . 

. . . 

• • . 

. . . 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

. , . 

2 

Enteric  Fever  ... 
Pulmonary  T.B. 

• • • 

• . • 

1 

1 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Males 

* . . 

2 

1 

3 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• « • 

• • . 

8 

Females  ... 

3 

2 

1 

10 

• • • 

3 

l 

2 

• • • 

... 

1 

23 

Non-Pulmonary 

T.B. 

Males 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

10 

Females  ... 

2 

• • • 

1 

... 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

1 

5 

Oph.  Neonatorum 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

Pneumonia 

9 

2 

11 

1 

12 

2 

1 

3 

... 

41 

Measles 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

3 

1 

... 

• • • 

... 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

. . • 

• . • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• . • 

• • • 

• . . 

1 

Influenza 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

... 

• • • 

• . . 

. . . 

4 

Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea  (under 

3 

... 

... 

• • • 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

6 

2 yrs.) 

1 

• • • 

1 

... 

... 

7 

3 

... 

1 

... 

... 

13 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 

in  the  various  Parishes. 


Locality. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Pneumonia.  [ 

Erysipelas. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum, 

Diphtheria. 

: . .. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Chicken-pox. 

— 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Other  T.B.  , 
Diseases. 

Small-pox 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Total. 

. . ..  1 

Eppleton  Great  and 
Little 

Herrington  East  and 
Middle  ... 

1 

1 

Herrington  West 

34 

6 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • . 

18 

7 

5 

1 

. . . 

72 

Moorsley 

14 

3 

• • • 

1 

• • . 

1 

1 

3 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

23 

Morton  Grange 

9 

9 

2 

2 

3 

1 

6 

5 

4 

9 

. . . 

50 

Newbottle 

49 

35 

7 

4 

8 

20 

16 

17 

14 

... 

170 

Offerton 

... 

2 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

1 

. . . 

... 

3 

Penshaw 

72 

29 

7 

3 

4 

23 

9 

6 

12 

... 

165 

Rainton  East... 

4 

4 

1 

... 

. . , 

20 

. . . 

2 

... 

... 

31 

Rainton  West 

3 

8 

... 

1 

. . . 

... 

3 

4 

... 

... 

19 

Silksworth 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

4 

... 

2 

7 

... 

23 

Warden  Law... 

1 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

1 

2 

... 

... 

4 

187 

100 

18 

14 

17 

2 

92 

44 

44 

43 

... 

561 

29 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Cases 

Vision  Un- 

impaired 

<P 

c 03 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

N oti- 
fied 

Treated. 

At 

Home 

In 

Hos- 

pital 

14 

14 

10 

4 

13 

1 

nil 

nil 

There  were  14  cases  of  this  disease  notified  during 
the  year  ; a decrease  on  the  previous  year  by  five.  All 
cases  were  referred  to  and  attended  by  the  County 
Health  Visitors,  under  the  direction  of  the  Medical 
Officer  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  ; with  the  exception 
of  four  cases  treated  at  Sunderland  Eye  Infirmary  as 
out-patients.  All  cases  recovered  without  any  impair- 
ment of  vision,  with  one  exception,  where  slight  corveal 
opacity  remained  in  one  eye.  It  would  appear  that  the 
number  of  cases  diminish  every  succeeding  year;  but  it 
is  difficult  to  estimate  the  actual  number  of  cases 
annually,  owing  to  abortive  attacks  being  brought  about 
by  modern  routine  methods. 

Small-pox. 

Dealing  with  my  report  to  your  Council  for  the 
previous  year,  I pointed  out  the  possibility  of  an  outbreak 
of  this  disease  in  your  district,  and  the  steps  which 
should  he  taken  to  meet  the  emergency,  viz.: — (1)  Ade- 
quate hospital  accommodation.  (2)  Efficient  disinfecting 
apparatus.  (3)  The  notification  of  chicken-pox  as  a 
temporary  measure.  Unhappily,  my  fears  have  been 
correct,  and  we  have  participated  in  an  epidemic  of  this 
disease,  in  common  with  other  parts  of  this  County. 

The  present  epidemic  may  be  divided  into  three 
sections,  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  first  case  in  the  district  originated  in  the 
Morton  Grange  Parish  in  an  elderly  subject  64  years  of 
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age,  and  was  the  result  of  direct  infection  from  a stricken 
area.  Neighbourly  intercommunication  resulted  in  three 
other  cases  occurring  in  the  same  street.  Prompt  action 
quelled  what  at  the  outset  looked  like  a serious  outbreak. 

2.  Eight  weeks  later,  a fresh  crop  of  cases  occurred 
in  Brittania  Terrace,  Dubmire,  and  was  due  to  one  of  the 
inmates  visiting  a local  flower  show,  where  cases  of 
small-pox  had  been  reported.  This  outbreak  was  also 
prevented  from  progression  by  active  steps  taken  to 
stem  the  invasion. 

3.  The  third  and  most  serious  outbreak  at  the  latter 
end  of  November  originated  at  a School  in  Shiney  Row, 
Penshaw,  and  for  a considerable  time  the  primary  source 
of  infection  could  not  be  discovered.  About  the  middle 
of  December  however,  investigation  of  a case  which  was 
reported  at  Success  Cottages,  Philadelphia,  revealed  the 
facts  that  all  members  of  that  family  had  evidence  of 
having  had  the  disease  in  October;  that  vaccination  in 
every  case  proved  negative;  and  that  the  father,  who 
was  a miner,  worked  in  a neighbouring  colliery  where 
cases  of  variola  already  existed.  Since  that  time  cases 
have  been  reported  in  various  parishes  as  follows : — 
Morton  Grange,  9;  Newbottle,  14;  Penshaw,  12;  Silks- 
worth,  7;  West  Herrington,  1.  Twelve  scholars  belong- 
ing to  the  school  mentioned  above  contracted  the  disease 
and  helped  to  disseminate  infection  in  the  Shiney  Row 
and  Success  districts.  The  disease,  which  has  been  present 
in  our  district,  is  remarkable  for  its  benign  character 
and  low  mortality.  It  bears  a close  relationship  to  chicken- 
pox,  as  the  vescicular  eruption  seems  to  be  more  super- 
ficial than  the  true  type,  and  the  constitutional  disturbance 
slight. 

As  to  the  future,  the  outlook  is  far  from  reassuring. 
The  sources  of  infection  are  so  widespread,  the  fear  of 
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removal  to  Hospital  and  failure  to  notify  cases  early, 
the  benign  character  of  the  epidemic,  its  similitary  to 
varicella,  and  finally,  the  objection  to  vaccination  all 
tend  to  augment  and  sustain  a disease  which  once  rooted, 
spreads;  to  start  afresh  in  the  later  months  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  groups,  and  their 
vaccinal  condition  during  the  present  epidemic  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Age 

Un-Vaccinated 

Vaccinated  in  Infancy 

Under  1 year  ... 

1-2  years 

2 

... 

2-5  years 

. . . 

• • • 

5-10  years 

4 

• • • 

10-15  years 

16 

• • • 

15-25  years 

8 

3 (1  mark  each) 

25-45  years 

3 

2 (1  mark  in  1) 

45-65  years 

• . . 

5 

65  and  upwards 

... 

... 

It  will  be  observed  that  only  six  cases  occurred  below 
the  age  of  ten  years,  all  unvaccinated — the  remainder 
between  10-65  years.  Of  those  cases  “vaccinated  in  in- 
fancy,” the  least  age  was  19  years  and  had  one  vaccination 
mark. 

If  there  is  one  factor  which  stands  out  as  indisput- 
able, it  is  the  value  of  vaccination  as  a prophylactic 
measure  in  small-pox  as  it  occurs  to-day.  Many  examples 
have  been  recorded  where  re-vaccination  has  protected 
batches  of  families  from  acquiring  the  disease ; and 
where  vaccination  in  infancy  has  protected  the  individual 
for  a longer  period  than  against  the  older  and  more 
virulent  type. 

Your  Council  has  from  time  to  time  given  warning  to 
the  public  by  means  of  posters,  etc.,  but  I regret  to  state 
that  the  means  employed  have  not  had  the  desired  effect. 
Apathy  and  indifference  to  guard  themselves  and  others 
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by  the  only  means  available  of  protection  is  much  to  be 
deplored;  seeing  that  it  exposes  the  entire  community  to 
the  risk  of  infection.  On  general  grounds,  there  appears 
to  he  reason  to  believe  that  small-pox  is  less  likely  to 
become  epidemic  in  a partially  protected  community 
than  in  an  entirely  unprotected  one;  and  it  seems  unwise 
that  people  on  pure  sentiment,  ignorance,  or  caprice, 
should  discard  a prophylatic  measure  which  may  to  some 
minds  appear  defective;  for  no  prophylaxis  at  all. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  performed  during  the 
year  in  your  area  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox) 
Prevention  Regulations  is — 

(a)  Primary  Vaccinations  ...  ...  362 

(b)  Re-Vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  124 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Has  prevailed  in  the  district  during  the  whole  year. 
One  hundred  and  eighty-seven  cases  were  notified  as  such 
compared  with  one  hundred  and  forty-one  cases  the  j^ear 
before.  Of  these  45  occurred  in  the  first  quarter;  49  in 
the  second;  50  in  the  third;  and  43  in  the  last.  The 
attack  rate  was  6.3  as  against  4.2  for  the  previous  five 
years.  Mortality  2. 

As  a general  rule  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease 
appear  to  lessen  during  the  summer  months  ; but  this 
year  the  average  has  been  maintained  in  every  quarter, 
though  its  severity  has  undergone  remarkable  mitigation 
during  recent  years.  The  cases  met  with  were  mostly  of 
a benign  character;  in  some  instances  so  mild  that  many 
of  the  cases  were  neither  recognized  nor  suspected  till 
the  peeling  stage  had  set  in.  There  have  been  many 
examples  where  the  infection  would  appear  to  have 
originated  at  School ; as  several  had  been  sent  home  ill, 
and  developed  symptoms  later.  In  these  mild  outbreaks 
it  is  difficult  to  convince  parents  that  precautionary 


33 


measures  are  necessary  ; hence  little  or  nothing  is  done 
at  home  to  guard  against  the  spread  of  infection.  When 
complications  were  present,  it  was  usually  associated 
with  pre-existing  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids.  Atten- 
tion of  parents  were  drawn  to  this  condition  on  discharge 
from  hospital  ; with  the  request  that  it  should  be  treated 
surgically  at  an  early  date.  Usually  the  advice  given  is 
followed  up;  but  failure  to  do  so,  invariably  ends  in  a 
“return”  case  sooner  or  later.  Comparison  of  cases  this 
year  with  previous  years,  show  that  the  diphtheritic 
tendency  has  been  less  conspicuous,  and  the  septic  type 
not  so  much  in  evidence. 

The  chief  centres  of  activity  were : — Penshaw  (72); 
Newbottle  (49)  ; and  Herrington  West  (34). 

Four  cases  occurred  in  one  house  in 

Spring  Gardens,  Philadelpia. 

Three  cases  in  one  house  at 

Front  Street,  Moorsley, 

Beatrice  Terrace,  Shiney  Row. 

Two  cases  in  one  house  at 

Voltage  Terrace,  Philadelphia. 

Brittannia  Terrace,  Dubmire. 

Hazard  Pit,  East  Rainton. 

Ewe  Hill  Terrace,  Morton  Grange. 

High  Moorsley. 

Gladstone  Terrace,  Penshaw. 

Beatrice  Terrace,  Shiney  Row. 

Mill  Terrace,  Shiney  Row. 

Morton  Terrace. 

West  Herrington. 

As  to  age  incidence,  115  or  61  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number  of  cases  occurred  between  the  ages  of  5-15  years. 
Compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  following  table  in- 
dicates the  age  incidence  and  deaths: — 
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Scarlet 

Fever 

Under 
School  Age 

School  Age 

Above 
School  Age 

Total 

1924 

34 

92 

15 

141 

Deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1925 

60 

115 

12 

187 

Deaths 

1 

Nil 

1 

2 

The  following  table  gives  the  influence  of  domestic 
overcrowding  in  relation  to  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever 


in  various  households  : — 

Cases  treated 

Cases  treated 

in  Hospital. 

at  home. 

Less  than  1 person  per  room 

10 

12 

1-2  persons  per  room 

102 

24 

More  than  2 persons 

32 

7 

The  Dick  test,  or  any  other  method  for  immunization 
against  scarlet  fever  have  not  been  made  use  of  during 


the  year. 

Whooping  Cough, 

Was  prevalent  in  the  earlier  months  of  the  year  and 
late  spring.  Infants  and  young  children  were  the  chief 
sufferers,  although  a few  cases  occurred  in  advanced  life. 
In  this  part  of  England  the  period  of  its  greatest  sequel 
prevalence  would  appear  to  be  between  April  and  July. 
Mortality  6 for  the  year;  five  between  the  ages  of  1 to  15 
years  ; and  one  at  an  advanced  age. 

Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  17, 
as  against  12  the  previous  year.  The  attack  rate  is  .5, 
and  mortality  nil.  Analyzing  the  incidence  of  this 
disease  in  the  past  years,  and  comparing  it  with  the  pre- 
sent, it  will  be  noticed  that  the  morbidity  is  less  than  it 
used  to  be.  (In  1920  there  were  43  cases)  and  mortality, 
owing  to  the  use  of  Antitoxin,  reduced  to  a minimum. 
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For  comparison  with  the  previous  year  the  following 
table  shows  : — 


Diphtheria. 

Under 
School  Age 

School  Age 

Above 
School  Age 

Total 

1924 

1 

6 

5 

12 

Deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nii 

1925 

6 

10 

1 

17 

Deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  parishes  of  New- 
bottle  8;  Penshaw  4;  and  Morton  Grange  3.  There  were 

10  cases  in  the  first  quarter  ; 2 in  the  second  ; and  third  ; 

and  3 in  the  last.  All  cases  notified  were  isolated  ones, 

and  in  no  case  was  there  more  than  one  case  in  the  same 

house. 

As  to  the  influence  of  domestic  overcrowding  upon 
the  incidence  of  this  disease  both  the  cases  treated  at 
home  had  between  one  and  two  persons  per  room.  Of 
those  removed  to  Hospital ; six  had  more  than  two 
persons  per  room  ; and  nine  had  between  one  and  two 
persons  per  room. 

In  seeking  for  causal  factors  in  these  cases ; ten 
would  appear  to  be  due  to  insanitary  conditions  such  as 
overcrowding,  dirty  houses,  damp  walls,  etc.,  and  two  to 
nuisances  outside  the  infected  houses,  which  received 
attention. 

When  any  doubt  exists  as  to  the  nature  of  the  con- 
dition, advantage  is  taken  on  occasion  by  practitioners 
to  submit  swabs  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the 
College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Six  specimens 
were  referred  for  verification,  and  in  each  case  the  result 
was  negative.  The  Schick  test  has  not  been  used  in 
this  district  during  the  year. 
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Admission  of  cases  to  Hospital — Out  of  a total  of 
17  cases,  fifteen  were  admitted  to  Hospital.  All  cases 
were  injected  with  antitoxin.  Two  of  the  worst  cases 
were  of  the  lar}mgeal  type  and  two  had  pharyngeal 
paralysis.  All  the  cases  recovered. 

I 

Supply  of  Antitoxin. 

Antitoxin  continues  to  be  supplied  free  to  medical 
practitioners  when  applied  for.  All  cases  reported  were 
thus  treated  with  serum.  In  emergency,  practitioners 
could  obtain  supplies  at  the  Infectious  Hospital  on 
application.  The  concentrated  serum  is  stocked  in  phials 
containing  8,000  units  per  dose  for  active  cases ; and  in 
tubes  of  500  units  for  prophylaxis. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Two  cases  were  reported  during  the  year ; one  in  the 
first  quarter  from  Moorsley,  from  the  same  house  as  the 
patient  who  had  been  admitted  into  hospital  on  the  last 
day  of  the  year  1924  ; and  the  other  in  the  second  quarter 
from  the  Morton  Grange  district 

The  primary  case,  which  was  in  a typically  typhoid 
state,  succumbed  in  hospital;  whilst  the  second  case  made 
a good  recovery.  Both  cases  had  been  imported  into  the 
district  from  an  ajoining  sanitary  area.  The  case  from 
Morton  Grange  treated  at  home  died  as  a result  of  in- 
ternal haemorrhage. 

Contrasting  the  attack  rate  with  previous  years,  it 
will  be  observed  that  this  disease  has  declined  very  con- 
siderably in  numbers  and  severity.  This  result  may  be 
attributed  to  improved  water  supply,  domestic  sanitation, 
sewage  disposal,  and  in  one  example  in  your  district  to 
the  suppression  of  infected  dust  by  covering  with  ashes. 
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Puerperal  Fever. 

No  notification  was  received  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  this  disease ; but  one  death  taking  place  out- 
side the  district  was  transferred  to  your  area  ; and 
entered  as  such  in  the  records. 

Erysipelas. 

Eighteen  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  rep- 
resenting an  attack  rate  of  ’6  per  1,000,  compared  with  '5 
for  the  previous  five  years.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred 
in  Penshaw  (7)  and  Newbottle  (7)  parishes.  Fourteen 
of  the  cases  were  between  the  ages  25-65  years. 

Pneumonia. 

One  hundred  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  or 
17*8  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  notifications. 
25  were  reported  in  the  first  quarter;  27  in  the  second; 
20  in  the  third  ; and  28  in  the  last.  The  number  in  the 
various  quarters  bears  a close  relationship  to  the 
number  of  cases  of  influenza  prevalent  during  the  colder 
months  of  the  year  ; and  how  many  of  these  cases  were 
directly  or  indirectly  due  to  the  influence  of  influenza,  or 
to  metrological  conditions,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate. 
During  the  year  morbidity  was  not  confined  to  one  par- 
ticular age  group,  but  attacked  young  and  old  alike  with 
equal  severity.  The  deaths  were  not  confined  to  the 
extremes  of  life;  but  claimed  victims  from  all  ages.  All 
types  of  the  disease  were  notified,  but  the  greater  number 
belonged  to  the  broncho-pneumonic  variety. 

Tuberculosis. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations 
Order,  1912;  88  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of 
44  pulmonary  and  44  other  forms  of  this  disease  as 
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compared  with  22  pulmonary  and  32  non-pulmonary  for 
1924.  The  attack  rate  for  the  present  year  being  1‘5 
per  1,000  for  pulmonary;  and  1*5  for  other  tuberculous 
diseases. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  number  notified  during 
the  present  year  is  in  excess  of  the  previous  one  in  re- 
spect of  22  pulmonary,  and  12  other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
The  number  of  females  exceeds  the  number  of  males  by 
12  in  the  pulmonary  variety;  and  there  are  19  males  to 
25  females  in  the  mixed  type.  Mortality  in  the  pulmonary, 
8 males  and  23  females;  and  in  the  non-pulmonary,  10 
males  and  5 females,  making  a total  of  46  deaths,  com- 
pared with  25  for  the  previous  year. 

Notification  of  Cases. 

There  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the  noti- 
fication of  these  cases  compared  with  previous  years. 
The  numbers  notified  indicate  a desire  on  the  part  of  the 
medical  attendants  to  co-operate  with  your  Medical 
Officer  in  obtaining  an  accurate  record  of  these  cases. 
The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
tuberculosis  deaths  being  4 to  46.  There  are  many 
reasons  why  medical  practitioners  fail  to  notify  this 
class  of  case ; and  I cannot  say  that  the  omission  is 
wilful  or  in  any  way  opposed  to  their  obligations  to  your 
Council.  The  probable  explanation  is  that  early  cases 
coming  under  the  observation  of  practitioners  where 
some  element  of  doubt  exists  as  to  their  actual  condition, 
are  referred  to  the  dispensary  for  confirmation,  prior  to 
reporting  them.  These  patients  continue  to  attend  the 
dispensary  clinic,  and  are  referred  to  the  Health  Visitors 
for  visitation — hence  the  only  available  information  is  in 
most  cases  derived  from  the  Health  Visitor’s  weekly 
report,  or  from  Forms  C.  & D.  either  on  admission  or  dis- 
charge from  Sanatorium. 
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Recent  regulations  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
recommend  that  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officers  appointed 
by  the  County  “shall  immediately  notify”  each  case  in 
which  they  diagnose  tuberculosis,  unless  they  ascertain 
definitely  that  a general  practitioner  has  notified,  or  will 
notify  the  case.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  arrangement 
will  in  future  do  away  with  the  misunderstanding  stated 
above,  and  a more  accurate  record  of  this  type  of  case  in 
your  district  obtained. 

Pulmonary  cases  received  Institutional  treatment  at 
different  Sanatoria  in  the  County,  viz  : — 


Holywood  Hall  Sanatorium...  ...  8 

Sunderland  R.D.C.  Sanatorium  ...  3 

Helmington  Row,  Crook  ...  ...  1 

Tindale  Crescent  Sanatorium  ...  1 

Black  Fell,  Sanatorium,  Birtiey  ...  2 

Total  15 


and  at  St.  Barnabas  House,  Torquay  ...  1 

Royal  National  Sanatorium,  Bourne- 
mouth ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  2 


Non-Pulmonary  cases  received  treatment  at  the 


following  Hospitals: — 

Hollywood  Hall,  Wolsingham  ...  5 

Children’s  Hospital,  Sunderland  ...  1 
Sherburn  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  7 
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Tuberculosis. 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1925. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

• • • 

2 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

1 year  ... 

1 

. . • 

4 

5 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

1 

5 years  ... 

3 

1 

4 

7 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

10  years  ... 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

• • • 

15  years  ... 

3 

4 

2 

4 

2 

5 

• • • 

2 

20  years  ... 

• • • 

5 

1 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

25  years  ... 

2 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

35  years  ... 

1 

4 

• . . 

. . . 

1 

5 

• • • 

• • • 

45  years  ... 

1 

2 

1 

... 

1 

‘ • • 

• • • 

• • • 

55  years  ... 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

65  and  upwards 

... 

• • • 

• * • 

1 

... 

1 

• • • 

• « • 

Totals 

16 

28 

19 

25 

8 

23 

10 

5 

The  following  table  gives  a record  of  the  influence  of 
occupation  on  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year  1925. 


Localization. 

Miners. 

Housewives. 

Schoolboys. 

Schoolgirls. 

Home  Duties 

Infants. 

Bakeress 

Clerk 

Butcher 

Farm  Hand 

No  Occu- 
pation 

Total. 

Lungs  ... 

8 

13 

7 

5 

5 

3 

2 

1 

• • • 

44 

Meninges 

. . , 

1 

1 

• • • 

2 

1 

• • • 

5 

Abd,  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

Cerv.  Glands 

• • • 

3 

4 

3 

5 

1 

• • • 

16 

Spine 

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

5 

Joints 

1 

1 

1 

2 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

Bones  ... 

• • . 

1 

• . • 

• • . 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Bladder... 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Skin  

• • • 

. . . 

• • . 

. • . 

1 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Nose 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

12 

13 

14 

14 

15 

13 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

88 
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As  to  the  influence  of  occupation  on  tubercular 
deaths,  the  following  is  a record  for  the  year  1925:— 


Pulmonary. 

Non- Pulmonary. 

Miners 

6 

Miners 

l 

Housewife 

6 

Schoolboys 

2 

School  boys  ... 

2 

School  girls 

2 

School  girls  ... 

4 

Infants  ... 

6 

Infants 

2 

Home  duties 

2 

Horne  duties  ... 

9 

Farm  labourer 

1 

No  occupation 

Nil 

School  teacher 

1 

Farm  labourer 

Nil 

Clerk 

1 

15 

Railway  man  ... 

1 

School  teacher 

0 

31 

Table  showing 

number 

of  tubercular 

notifications 

and  deaths  for  the  last  five  years : — 


Year 

New  Notifications 

Deaths 

Attack  Rate 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

P ulmonary 

1921 

33 

34 

25 

8 

1-18 

1-19 

1922 

34 

35 

26 

8 

1-19 

1*2 

1923 

19 

24 

22 

6 

•66 

•83 

1924 

22 

32 

18 

7 

•75 

100 

1925 

44 

44 

31 

15 

1'5 

1-5 

Of  the  44  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  the 
following  table  gives  a classification  of  the  different  sites 


of  the  disease,  viz.: — 

Meninges  ...  ...  5 

Bones  and  Joints  ...  12 

Cervical  Glands  ...  16 

Abdominal  ...  ...  8 

Skin  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Organs  ...  2 


44 
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For  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  subjects  in  your 
district  the  County  Council  have  provided  sanatoria  and 
dispensaries  in  various  parts  of  the  County. 

Residents  at  Rainton  E.,  Rainton  W.,  Moorsley,  Great 
and  Little  Eppleton,  attend  Sherburn  Hospital 
Tuesdays,  9 a m.  (Women  and  Children),  Fridays, 

9 a.m.  (Men). 

Residents  at  Morton  Grange  and  Dubmires,  attend 
Chester-le-Street  Dispensary  Mondays,  9-30  a.m. 
(Men),  Thursdays,  9-30  a.m.  (Women  and  Children). 

Residents  at  Newbottle,  Penshaw,  Silksworth,  Offerton 
and  Warden  Law,  attend  Sunderland  Dispensary, 

31,  West  Sunniside,  Wednesdays,  10  a.m.  (Men), 
Thursdays,  10  a.m.  (Women  and  Children). 

Suitable  cases,  after  being  examined  by  the  Tuber- 
culosis Officer  in  charge,  are  recommended  for  admission 
to  various  hospitals  and  sanatoria,  and  for  domicilary 
treatment  under  their  medical  attendant. 


Relative  to  Domiciliary  Treatment. 

It  is  essential  that  a good  wholesome  supply  of  milk 
be  obtained  for  the  feeding  of  infants;  and  much  is  being 
done  to-day  to  render  milk  safer  by  “graded”  milks — 
“ Certified  ” and  grade  A.  (tuberculin  tested).  Un- 
fortunately, the  cost  of  these  is  great,  and  cannot  be 
afforded  by  a community  such  as  ours.  As  a general 
rule,  dried  milk  preparations  are  used  to-day  instead  of 
cow’s  milk, "and  perhaps  it  is  better  so;  as  the  tendency  is 
to  use  milk  without  heating  or  any  attempt  at  sterlization. 

Whilst  our  efforts  are  mainly  concerned  in  the  pre- 
vention of  tuberculosis  in  childhood,  there  is  nothing 
being  done  to  prevent  infection  in  the  home,  where  there 
is  already  a case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis— the  case, 
perhaps  an  advanced  one,  returned  from  a sanatorium 
labelled  “improving.”  Usually,  owing  to  insufficient 
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accommodation,  the  patient  shares  a bedroom  with 
another,  and  is  allowed  to  join  the  family  in  the  kitchen, 
which  is  both  a sitting  and  dining  room.  Freed  from  the 
disciplinary  rules  of  the  institution,  precautions  learned 
for  the  protection  of  others  are  neglected,  and  indiscrimi- 
nate coughing  and  expectoration  results  in  a second  or 
third  case  occurring  in  the  same  house. 

If  this  disease  is  to  be  stamped  out  or  lessened  in 
your  district,  steps  should  be  taken  by  your  Council  to 
submit  measures  to  Parliament  for  the  segregation  of 
this  type  of  case;  as  people  do  not,  or  will  not,  under- 
stand that  these  are  infectious  cases  requiring  the 
greatest  amount  of  care  and  precaution  in  management. 

Among  the  many  factors  which  have  predisposed  to 
this  disease  in  recent  years,  are  bad  housing  conditions; 
reduced  wages  ; overcrowding  ; and  pulmonary  compli- 
cations following  influenza,  all  of  which  have  tended  to 
increase  the  number  of  tubercular  cases  in  the  district. 

Tuberculosis. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925 — Nothing  has  arisen  and  no  action 
taken  during  the  year  under  these  regulations,  which  re- 
late to  tuberculosis  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Sect.  62).  Circumstances 
did  not  arise,  and  no  action  taken  by  your  Council  under 
the  above  section. 

Prevention  of  Tuberculosis. 

On  the  advice  of  your  Medical  Officer,  supported  by 
your  Chairman,  both  of  whom  attended  the  Tuberculosis 
Conference  in  London  ; your  Council  generously  agreed 
to  stimulate  public  interest  on  this  subject  by  ex- 
hibiting an  appropriate  film  at  two  of  the  local  Kinemas, 
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for  a period  of  one  week.  This  was  done  in  October — 
great  interest  being  taken  in  the  picture  and  the  short 
didactic  remarks  accompanying  it;  as  evidenced  by  the 
crowded  houses  each  night.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
trouble  entailed  will  be  productive  of  much  good  and  a 
clearer  insight  as  to  infectivity;  and  care  of.  those  afflicted 
with  this  disease.  I feel  sure  I am  endorsing  the  feeling 
of  your  Council  when  I state  that  we  are  deeply  indebted 
to  the  proprietors  and  management  of  the  aforesaid 
picture  halls  for  granting  us  the  privilege  of  exhibiting 
this  film  at  their  usual  performance;  for  the  trouble  they 
took  in  advertising  it,  and  for  the  courtesy  extended  to 
your  Officers. 

Measles. 

A few  sporadic  cases  were  observed  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  in  different  parts  of  your  district,  but  at 
no  time  did  it  assume  the  proportions  of  an  epedemic.  As 
recurrences  occur  about  every  two  or  three  years,  it 
seems  feasible  to  suppose  with  the  accumulation  of  a 
batch  of  susceptible  children,  another  outbreak  may  be 
anticipated  in  the  near  future.  As  this  class  of  case  is 
no  longer  notifiable  in  your  district  it  is  important  from 
the  point  of  view  of  morbidity  and  mortality  to  remind 
parents  and  guardians  of  young  children  that  measles  is 
a highly  infectious  and  dangerous  disease,  requiring 
careful  nursing,  both  at  the  time  of  the  attack  and  after. 
The  tendency  in  your  district  to  regard  the  disease  as  in- 
evitable and  trivial,  often  allowing  the  suffers  to  mix 
with  others  who  have  not  had  the  disease.  In  con- 
sequence, they  do  not  recognize  the  desirability  of  iso- 
lation, nor  do  they  seek  medical  advice  and  attention 
unless  grave  symptoms  supervene.  There  were  five 
deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year,  compared  with 
two  for  the  previous  year. 
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Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  this  disease  reported 
during  the  year.  The  disease  is  so  mild  in  its  initial 
stages,  bearing  a strong  resemblance  to  influenza;  I fear 
many  cases  pass  unrecognized,  and  terminate  in  a variety 
of  after  effects  which  become  undistinguishable  from 
some  of  the  nervous  diseases  with  which  the  medical 
profession  are  familiar. 

The  disease  presents  the  biggest  problem  in  neurology 
to-day,  and  the  means  of  prevention  and  treatment  can 
only  be  acquired  by  a thorough  investigation,  by  lab- 
oratory  methods,  and  observation  of  cases  as  they 
occur. 

Mumps. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  concurrently 
with  measles,  this  disease  was  evident  in  the  district.  It 
did  not  assume  the  proportions  of  an  epidemic,  but  was 
confined  to  a few  cases  in  the  Newbottle  and  Penshaw 
parishes.  During  the  five  years  previously,  no  cas*  of 
this  disease  was  noticed. 

Influenza 

Was  present  in  the  earlier  and  colder  months  of 
the  year;  the  prevalent  type  being  the  “pulmonary”— 
i'he  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  four,  com- 
pared to  22  for  the  previous  year,  or  20  the  average  for  the 
past  five  years.  For  the  past  quinquennial  period  warn- 
ings have  been  posted  up  at  intervals,  giving  the  public 
some  outlines  as  to  causation,  and  rules  to  observe  on 
acquiring  the  disease. 
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Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  for  the  past 
five  years: — 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

29 

23 

23 

26 

24 

The  incidence  is  greatest  between  the  ages  45  years 
and  upwards.  The  usual  site,  or  the  greatest  percentage 
is  to  be  found  in  the  alimentary  tract;  and  invariably 
associated  with  septic  oral  conditions.  In  connection 
with  this  subject  there  can  be  no  doubt,  reform  is  greatly 
needed  ; to  educate  the  young  to  pay  strict  attention  to 
the  hygiene  of  the  mouth  ; and  to  set  up  a dietic  standard 
for  food,  particularly  bread.  The  above  table  indicates 
that  the  number  of  cases  per  year  remains  stationary, 
judging  from  the  mortality  rate  ; although  some  author- 
ities aver  the  disease  is  increasing,  and  others  the 
reverse.  But  the  most  important  point  is  that  research 
has  so  far  not  been  able  to  detect  its  causes  and  devise 
preventive  measures. 


Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

Atmospheric  conditions,  insanitary  surroundings  and 
improper  feeding,  the  chief  factors  in  the  causation  of 
above,  accounted  for  13  deaths  below  the  age  of  two 
years.  Of  late  years  owing  to  excessive  rainfall  and  a 
cooler  temperature,  the  incidence  of  this  disease  has  not 
been  so  marked  as  in  pre-war  years. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  has  been  well  main- 
tained during  the  year.  The  main  sources  of  supply  are 
from  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Co.,  Ltd.; 
the  Lambton  & Hetton  Collieries,  Ltd.;  and  the  Durham 
County  Water  Board;  who,  in  the  aggregate  supply 
approximately  97  per  cent,  of  the  total  water  used  in  the 
district.  The  two  former  Companies  derive  their  supplies 
from  deep  wells  in  the  magnesian  limestone  situated 
within  the  Council’s  area ; and  the  latter  from  natural 
watersheds  in  the  Weardale  district. 


Reference  to  the  following  reports  of  the  chemical 


analysis  of  these 

waters  will 

reveal  their 

different 

properties. 

p.w.s. 

s,  & s.s. 

D.C.W.B. 

pts.  per  100, f 00  pts.  per  100,000 

pts.  pei1  100,000 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

2-8000 

3*6000 

1-0000 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ... 

•3325 

•3657 

None 

Ammonia 

None 

None 

None 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

None 

None 

*0066 

Oxygen  Absorption 

None 

•0100 

•2856 

Injurious  Metals 

None 

None 

None 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at 

100°  46-0000 

46-0000 

10*0000 

Temporary  Hardness... 

20-40° 

21-20° 

•40° 

Permanent  Hardness... 

7-60° 

8-40o 

2-00° 

Odour  when  heated  to  50°c 

None 

None 

None 

The  quality  is  quite  good  and  wholesome,  though  the 
appearance  of  the  two  waters  differ  considerably — that 
from  the  limestone  being  clear  and  “ hard,”  whilst  the 
other  is  of  a brownish  hue  and  “ soft.”  The  supplies  are 
on  the  constant  system,  the  mains  being  always  charged 
with  water  under  pressure. 
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The  only  water  likely  to  have  a plumbo  solvent 
action  is  that  supplied  by  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board,  and  their  regulations  are  framed  to  guard  against 
any  contamination  from  this  source. 

Since  the  improvement  and  duplication  of  the 
machinery  at  the  East  Herrington  pumping  station  there 
has  been  no  cause  for  complaint  as  to  supplies  in  the 
areas  supplied  therefrom. 

With  reference  to  the  means  of  delivery  to  the  con- 
sumer; whilst  most  houses  have  a piped  supply  laid  on, 
there  are  probably  10  per  cent,  of  the  houses  supplied  by 
means  of  standpipes. 

Residents  at  Coxgreen  have  still  to  carry  their  water 
from  the  Alice  Well,  owing  to  financial  difficulties  having 
prevented  any  practicable  proposal  being  carried  out. 

The  following  are  details  of  supplies  through  the 
district : — 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

1.  Part  of  the  district  from  Penshaw  Staithes  to 
Coxgreen  is  served  by  the  River  Wear,  which  is  tidal. 
The  volume  of  sewage  discharged  at  this  point  is  relatively 
small  and  negligible  to  the  volume  of  water  in  the  river, 
and  cannot  influence  the  health  of  the  neighbouring 
villages. 

2.  A stream  originating  in  the  Moorsley  and 
Eppleton  districts,  passes  through  Hetton  and  emerging 
again  in  your  area  at  Rainton  Bridge,  travels  along 
to  Sedgletch,  draining  the  surface  channels  along  which 
it  passes  and  finally  empties  itself  into  the  river  Wear  in 
the  Lumley  district.  Apart  from  surface  and  sub-soil 
drainage  from  manured  land  under  cultivation,  the 
effluent  from  the  sewage  farms  at  Rainton  Bridge,  Flint 
Mill  and  Sedgeletch,  this  stream  is  free  from  pollution. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Owing  to  the  undulating  character  of  the  district 
there  are  five  separate  systems  in  operation  for  dealing 
with  the  sewage  of  the  area.  In  one  part  of  the  area  it  is 
conveyed  direct  to  the  sea,  by  arrangement  with  an  ad- 
joining Authority.  The  following  are  particulars  of  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Works: — 

Morton  Grange. 

These  works  deal  with  the  sewage  from  about  80 
houses,  and  consist  of  septic  tanks  and  filters  in  duplicate. 
The  effluent  continues  satisfactory. 

Glebe  Sewage  Farm. 

This  farm  is  used  jointly  by  your  Council  and  the 
Hetton  Urban  District  Council,  Considerable  trouble 
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has  been  experienced  during  recent  years  owing  to  sub- 
sidence, and  an  engineer  has  been  engaged  with  a view 
to  formulating  a scheme  to  treat  the  sewage  by  the 
Activated  Sludge  Method. 

Sedgletch  Sewage  Farm. 

The  bulk  of  the  sewage  from  your  district  is  treated 
at  this  farm,  which  originally  covered  an  area  of  19‘224 
acres.  During  the  year  an  additional  portion  of  land  was 
taken  in  having  an  area  of  2'69  acres.  The  sewage  is 
first  collected  in  duplicated  settling  tanks  ; passed  through 
a screen  of  clinkers,  and  distributed  over  the  land. 
Efficient  filtration  then  takes  place  on  its  passage  to  deep 
subsoil  drains,  and  eventually  the  effluent  discharges 
into  a stream. 

South  Biddick  Farm. 

The  farm  comprises  4’55  acres,  and  the  methods  em- 
ployed are  similar  to  those  at  Sedgeletch. 

Main  Sewers. 

The  gradients  are  often  considerably  affected  by 
subsidence,  and  close  supervision  by  your  Sanitary 
Surveyor  is  necessary  in  order  to  l<eep  them  functioning 
properly.  In  the  case  of  the  main  Newbottle  Sewer  which 
had  subsided  over  three  feet,  it  was  necessary  to  relay  the 
sewer  on  brick  pillars.  Extensive  improvements  are  in 
hand  in  the  Leatnside  District  where  a new  18  inch  main 
is  being  laid.  The  main  18  inch  sewer  at  East  Herring- 
ton has  also  been  relaid.  Throughout  the  district  several 
extensions  to  existing  sewers  have  been  made  to  provide 
drainage  facilities  for  new  houses  which  have  been 
erected.  The  sewers  throughout  the  district  are 
periodically  flushed  and  disinfected ; special  attention 
being  given  to  them  during  prolonged  drought. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  closet  accommodation  throughout  the  district  con- 
sists chiefly  of  ashclosets.  During  the  past  20  years  a con- 
siderable number  of  this  type  of  closet  has  been  substituted 
for  privy  middens  which  was  then  largely  in  existence.  In 
addition  to  this,  practically  all  the  new  houses  built  up  to  the 
last  year  or  two  have  been  provided  with  water  and  ash 
closets.  The  following  statement  shows  approximately  the 
number  of  each  type  of  closet  accommodation  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1925. 

Total  number  of  Water  Closets  in  the  district  ...  625 

,,  ,,  Ash  Closets  ,,  ,,  4516 

,,  ,,  Ashpit  privies  ,,  • ,,  ...  330 

SCAVENGING. 

Regular  and  efficient  scavenging  is  of  great  importance, 
and  owing  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the  district  it  requires 
constant  supervision  on  the  part  of  your  inspectors,  to 
ensure  that  the  work  is  regularly  attended  to  and  efficiently 
performed.  The  district  is  divided  into  26  scavenging 
districts,  three  of  which  comprise  about  650  houses,  are 
done  by  your  own  workmen.  The  remaining  districts 
totalling  5,248  houses  are  let  by  contract  for  a period  of 
twelvemonths.  The  average  cost  per  house  is  14/11  per 
annum.  Carbolic  powder  is  supplied  to  the  contractors  for 
use  in  the  receptacles  after  cleansing.  The  approximate 
number  of  the  different  types  of  receptacle  are  as  follows: — 
Privy  middens  330,  ash  closets,  4,516,  water  closets  and 
portable  ashbins  625.  On  some  of  the  housing  sites,  owing 
to  the  untidy  manner  in  which  the  tenants  kept  the  portable 
ashbins,  it  was  decided  to  replace  them  with  fixed  receptacles. 
In  most  cases  the  refuse  is  led  directly  on  to  the  land  for 
manurial  purposes,  the  remainder  being  deposited  in  tips. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


Summary  of  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Department 

during  the  year  1925 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Informal 

Formal 

Nuisances 

written 

Notices  by 

abated 

Notices  by 

order  of 

after 

I.  Public  Health  Acts. 

Inspector 

Authority 

Notice 

, , Foul  Conditions 

Dwelling-houses  structural  Defects  ... 
and  Schools  ...  1 Overcrowding 

16 

97 

28 

22 

2 

16 

75 

8 

Lodging  Houses  

None  in 

District 

. » . 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  

1 

. . • 

1 

Cowsheds 

2 

• • . 

2 

Bakehouses 

3 

2 

3 

Slaughter-houses 

3 

. . . 

3 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

82 

16 

To 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 

6 

. . . 

6 

Waterclosets  ... 

36 

8 

36 

Defective  Yard  Paving  

34 

18 

26 

„ ( Defective  Traps 

Mouse  J disconnection  from  sewers 

15 

1 

5 

1 

15 

1 

Drainage  (other  Faults 

118 

24 

118 

Water  Supply 

22 

22 

Pigsties 

2 

2 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  ... 

2 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

• . . 

. . . 

Smoke  Nuisances  

• . . 

. . . 

Other  Nuisances  

• • • 

* * * 

Totals  

468 

98 

411 
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II. — Water,  Food,  and  Drugs. 

Number. 

Remarks. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for 

use 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Un- 
wholesome Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for 
Analysis 

Samples  of  Food  found  Adulterated 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• i • 

III.- — Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or 

destroyed 

244 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Dis- 

ease 

290 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Dis- 

ease 

1 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected 

persons  or  things 

• • • 

Convictions  for  exposure  of  infected 

persons  or  things 

• • • 

IV. — General. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during 

the  year 

129 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during 

the  year 

129 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets 

34 

,,  ,,  Water-closets 

2 

Ash-closets  ,,  ,,  ,, 

1 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District 

625 

,,  Ash-closets  ... 

4516 

,,  Ash-pit  privies 

330 
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Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by 

Bye-laws  or  Regulations. 

The  only  premises  in  your  district  controlled  by  Byelaws 
are  slaughter  houses,  which  number  ten. 

There  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings,  lodging  houses  or 
underground  sleeping  rooms  in  your  district. 

In  view  of  the  number  of  fish  and  chip  shops,  which 
have  sprung  up  in  recent  years,  and  the  unsatisfactory  con- 
ditions which  prevail  in  some  of  them  it  would  be  an  advan- 
tage if  they  could  be  controlled  by  regulations  ; similar  action 
is  desired  with  regard  to  ice  cream  saloons  and  small  shops 
connected  with  dwelling  houses  where  food  stuffs  are  sold. 


SCHOOLS. 


Most  of  the  schools  in  the  district  are  of  modern  structure, 
and  quite  up-to-date  as  to  requirements — the  classrooms  are 
roomy,  well  ventilated,  heated,  and  ensure  sufficient  light  in 
every  part  of  the  room.  The  cloakrooms  are  capacious,  and 
well  supplied  with  lavatory  basins  and  an  efficient  water 
supply. 

In  my  remarks  to  your  Council  in  1920,  I drew  attention 
to  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  the  Rainton  area.  Since 
then,  little  has  been  done  to  the  school  in  East  Rainton 
beyond  a few  alterations  to  the  windows,  provision  of  stoves 
for  heating,  and  the  banking  of  cinders  on  the  south  gable 
end,  to  prevent  dampness  and  an  obnoxious  odour  from  pene- 
trating into  the  classrooms,  the  flooring  of  which  is  uneven 
and  rough.  At  Middle  Rainton  too,  nothing  appears  to 
have  been  done  with  the  exception  of  conversion  of  the  coal 
house  into  a closet  for  the  teachers.  I understand  that  the 
Educational  Authorities  contemplate  building  a new  school 
in  the  near  future  to  replace  the  present  ones,  and  this  will 
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obviate  the  necessity  of  extensive  alterations  and  renewals 
to  structures  which  are  too  antique  to  meet  modern  re- 
quirements. In  regard  to  West  Rainton  and  Leamside, 
plans  have  been  passed  for  a new  school  to  replace  the 
present  ones,  and  a commencement  is  to  be  made  early  in 
the  year. 

Closure  of  and  Exclusion  from  School,  1925. 

There  has  been  no  circumstance  arising  during  the 
year  to  require  the  closure  of  or  exclusion  of  certain 
children  for  a specified  time  from  school. 

Disinfection  of  Schools. 

The  Shiney  Row  and  Dubmires  Schools  were  disin- 
fected during  the  year  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  small- 
pox. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Teachers  are  enjoined  to  notify  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  any  suspicious  case  of  infectious 
disease,  especially  in  periods  when  an  epidemic  exists;  in 
this  way  a few  cases  of  small-pox  were  discovered  and 
dealt  with, 

HOUSING. 

1. — General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  area. 

In  the  year  1920  it  was  estimated  that  1,100  houses 
were  needed. 

(1)  To  meet  the  unsatisfied  demand  for  houses  800 

(2)  To  replace  existing  houses  which  are  either 

unfit,  obstructive,  or  below  a reasonable 
standard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 


1,100 


In  the  quinquennial  period  just  passed,  approxim- 
ately 466  houses  have  been  built ; which  falls  short  of  the 
original  estimate  by  58  per  cent.  In  the  earlier  part  of 
this  period,  difficulties  in  the  way  of  labour  and  materials 
held  up  the  project,  till  a more  opportune  period  arrived 
to  speed  up  the  work  in  hand.  Your  Council  have 
always  appreciated  the  need  for  more  houses  ; and  with 
customary  zeal,  expedited  the  task  before  them  by  erecting 
162  dwellings  during  the  present  year.  Much  more 
requires  to  be  done  before  the  number  suggested  is 
attained,  and  with  an  increasing  population,  it  is  obvious 
that  more  houses  will  be  needed  in  the  future.  I would 
estimate  the  number  to  be  500  at  least,  in  addition  to  the 
original  calculation.  In  addition  to  the  houses  built  by 
your  Council  as  part  of  the  municipal  scheme;  reference 
should  be  made  to  the  houses  built  by  the  Lambton  and 
Hetton  Collieries,  Ltd.,  the  owners  of  all  the  pits  in  this 
district,  on  the  Morton  Grange  site,  for  the  benefit  of 
their  workmen.  This  site  was  acquired  from  your 
Council  in  1923;  and  during  the  present  year  28  houses 
have  been  erected  and  occupied;  and  11  others  are 
nearing  completion. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  50  houses  in  course  of  con- 
struction, will  shortly  be  completed  ; and  it  is  confidently 
expected  that  more  will  be  added  to  this  list  as  the  year 
progresses.  In  furtherance  of  the  scheme,  application 
has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  an  additional 
100  houses,  and  it  is  hoped  that  sanction  will  be  granted 
for  the  same. 


2. — Overcrowding. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  accommodation  in  most  of 
the  parishes  comprising  the  Rural  District ; there  is 
naturally  a good  deal  of  overcrowing — a state  of  affairs 
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which  can  only  be  remedied  by  an  increasing  supply  of 
structural  dwellings,  till  the  demand  is  satisfied. 

Among  the  reasons  for  overcrowding,  may  be  cited: — 
(1)  Early  marriages,  with  no  prospect  of  a home,  and 
having  to  live  in  with  parents  or  relatives ; (2)  Lessees 

of  Council  houses  saddled  with  rents,  which,  in  some 
instances  they  could  ill  afford,  taking  in  other  families  or 
lodgers  as  a means  of  augmenting  their  weekly  income; 
(3)  The  sub-letting  of  single  or  double  rooms  to  families, 
whose  number  is  in  excess  of  the  accommodation  afforded. 

Your  Council  are  fully  aware  of  the  position  of  affairs 
respecting  this  state,  and  are  doing  everything  in  their 
power  to  speed  up  the  housing  programme,  and  allot 
houses  to  those  tenants  whom  they  consider  suitable ; 
taking  into  consideration  a variety  of  circumstances,  such 
as  size  of  family,  position,  tuberculosis,  etc. 

Amongst  the  many  examples  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year  1925,  the  following  appear  to  be 
the  principal  cases: — 

House. — 5 rooms. — 10  adults;  7 children  (3  married  couples). — 

2 families  consisting  of  4 adults  and  4 child- 
ren removed  to  other  houses. 

4 rooms. — 7 adults  ; 6 children  (3  married  couples). — 
Husband,  wife  and  4 children  removed  to 
Council  house. 

4 rooms. — 8 adults;  6 children  (3  married  couples). — 
Husband,  wife  and  1 child  removed. 

2 rooms. — 2 adults  ; 6 children. — Removed  to  Council 
house. 

2 rooms. — 4 adults  ; 10  children. — Legal  action  taken. 

1 room. — 2 adults;  3 children.— Removed  to  Council 
house. 

3. — Fitness  of  Houses. 

In  various  parts  of  the  district,  notably  at  Middle 
and  East  Rainton,  Leamside,  Newbottle,  Morton  Engine 
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Cottages,  Quarry  Head,  Penshaw,  and  High  Moorsley, 
there  are  a considerable  numbers  of  cottages  and  houses 
which  are  much  below  the  required  standard  of  fitness 
and  quite  unsuitable  for  human  habitation.  These  have 
been  reported  to  your  Council  previously  ; and  owing  to 
the  war  and  other  circumstances,  the  matter  has  been 
held  up  till  a more  opportune  time  arrived  to  discuss  the 
best  means  of  dealing  with  this  problem.  The  various 
parishes  comprising  the  district,  have  served  some  old 
pits  in  their  immediate  neighbourhood  in  times  gone  by 
and  consequentl3r  one  meets  with  types  of  houses  de- 
cidely  antique  in  design  and  character.  These  examples 
are  usually  delapidated,  built  of  limestone,  with  defective 
roofs  and  floors,  and  badly  lighted  and  ventilated ; 
nothing  short  of  demolition  can  serve  any  useful 
purpose  here.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  others  where 
a constructive  policy  may  be  utilized  to  make  these 
dwellings  more  habitable. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist 
in  unfit  houses  are: — 

1.  Damp  and  perished  walls  built  of  limestone. 

2.  Lack  of  damp-proof  courses,  no  ventilation  under  flooring. 

3.  Leaky  roofs — often  tiled,  and  defective  spouting. 

4.  Defective  floors — often  below  the  surface  of  the  ground  outside. 

5.  Low  attics,  badly  lighted  and  ventilated. 

6.  Back-to-back  houses,  with  one  common  yard. 

7.  Insufficient  air  space  due  to  obstructive  buildings. 

8.  Decayed  wood  work,  beams,  rafters,  windows,  &c. 

9.  Badly  paved  back  yards. 

10.  Insanitary  out-offices. 

These  defects  are  partly  due  to  lack  of  proper 
management  and  control  eithter  by  tenants  or  sub- 
tenants, as  evidenced  by  a certain  amount  of  slovenliness 
in  the  upkeep  of  the  premises  allotted  to  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  are  certain  types  of  owners  who  are 
responsible  for  many  of  the  defects  which  exist.  First, 
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the  owner  with  insufficient  means  who  cannot  afford 
to  bear  the  expense  of  structural  alterations  ; second, 
the  landlord  who  has  invested  his  money  to  secure 
a fixed  income,  and  resolutely  refuses  to  disburse 
anything  to  improve  his  property  ; thirdly,  the  owner 
who  depends  on  an  agent  to  supervise  his  possessions, 
and  has  no  interest  but  the  collection  of  rents  ; and  lastly, 
the  small  owner  with  limited  means  who  lives  in  his 
property. 

The  largest  owners  of  houses  in  the  district  are  the 
Lambton  & Hetton  Collieries,  Ltd.,  who  employ  a large 
staff  of  workmen  to  keep  their  houses  in  repair.  In 
addition,  they  are  gradually  demolishing  many  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  houses  and  replacing  them  with  more 
modern  ones.  At  New  Penshaw,  for  example,  they  have 
almost  completed  the  scheme  whereby  they  have  de- 
molished many  low  dilapidated  houses,  and  substituted  a 
useful  family  type  of  house.  It  seems  unfortunate  that 
owing  to  trade  conditions,  the  project  has  been  held  up 
till  a more  favourable  period. 

The  difficulties  found  to  exist  in  remedying  defects 
in  property  lie  in  the  facts  that  small  owners,  owing  to 
pecuniary  embarrasments,  due  to  heavy  rates,  personal 
penury,  arrears  of  rent  and  other  cogent  reasons,  are 
not  able  to  afford  the  call  on  their  purse,  and  are  dealt 
with  by  your  Council  reasonably,  so  that  repairs  may  be 
carried  out  in  a stipulated  time  by  arrangement. 

Regarding  tenants,  where  more  than  one  family 
live  in  the  same  house  there  is  not  that  care  exercised 
that  ought  to  be — -the  tenant  blames  the  sub-tenant  for 
acts  of  destruction  ; and  the  sub-tenant,  the  tenant.  Your 
Council  has  all  along  discouraged  the  action  of  taking  in 
sub-tenants ; and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  future  the 
party  elected  to  occupy  the  premises  will  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  damage  to  Council  property.  Negligence 
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always  leads  to  slovenliness  ; and  coutinued  slovenliness 
to  “slumminess.” 

With  regard  to  water  supply  to  houses — as  mentioned 
in  a previous  part  of  report — approximately  10  per  cent, 
of  houses  in  the  area  are  supplied  by  standpipes ; the 
remainder  by  direct  supply  to  the  house  including  the 
newer  houses.  Difficulties  sometimes  arise  from  tem- 
porary cessation  of  water  service  to  houses,  by  causing 
choked  w.c’s  and  drains;  a condition  which  also  arises 
when  two  or  more  families  use  the  same  convenience. 
In  regard  to  refuse  disposal,  tenants  are  asked  to  burn  all 
vegetables,  &c.,  and  place  in  bins  provided  for  the  purpose. 
Approximately  all  the  newer  houses  are  thus  served. 

» 

Unhealthy  Areas. 

Owing  to  the  continued  scarcity  of  houses,  no  action 
has  yet  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  areas  previously 
scheduled. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR, 

1 925* 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  ( b)  162 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  94 

(ii)  Bv  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  65 

159 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  31st  December,  1925  (total)  50 

i louses  in  course  of  erection  at  31st  December,  1925,  with 

State  Aid  : — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  22 

(b)  By  others  ...  ...  27 

49 
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Council  Houses. 

Newbottle  Site. — For  72  houses.  In  addition  to  the  18  houses 
already  built  and  occupied  prior  to  1925;  18  houses  have 
been  erected  during  1925,  and  6 are  in  course  of  erection. 

New  Herrington  Site. — For  100  houses.  Fifty  houses  built 
prior  to  1925;  24  were  erected  in  1925,  making  a total 
of  74. 

Penshaw  ( Shiney  Row)  Site—  For  125  houses.  Fifty  houses 
built  prior  to  1925;  18  erected  during  1925,  and  6 in 
course  of  construction. 

Silksworth  Site. — For  100  houses.  Forty-two  houses  built 
and  occupied  prior  to  1925;  20  were  erected  in  1925, 
making  a total  of  62. 

East  Rainton  Site. — For  100  houses.  Sixteen  houses  built 
and  occupied  prior  to  1925;  14  were  erected  during  1925, 
and  10  are  in  couse  of  construction. 

West  Rainton  Site. — For  150  houses.  No  progress  made. 

Fence  House  Site  (Morton  Grange).  For  100  houses.  Sold 
to  Lambton  and  Hetton  Colliery  Co.,  to  promote  their 
scheme  whereby  workmen  in  their  employ  could,  by 
arrangement  over  a term  of  years,  purchase  the  property 
occupied  by  them.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  28  houses 
have  been  built  and  occupied,  and  are  included  in  the  65 
houses  above  “ built  by  others  with  state  aid.”  Eleven 
houses  in  addition  are  in  course  of  construction,  included 
in  the  “27”  mentioned  above,  and  will  shortly  be  com- 
pleted. 

Regarding  the  houses  at  Penshaw  referred  to  in  my 
report  for  1924,  where  the  Lambton  & Hetton  Colliery  Co. 
proposed  building  30  houses.  Six  were  commenced  and 
not  completed,  and  the  project  has  for  the  moment  been 
abandoned,  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  coal  trade. 
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Council  Houses  Statement  of  Position. 


SITE 

No.  of  houses 
erected  prior 
to  1925. 

No.  of  houses 
erected  during 
1925 

No.  of  houses 
in  course  of 
erection  at  31st 
Dec..  1925. 

Total 

Newbottle  ... 

18 

18 

6 

42 

Herrington  ... 

• • • 

50 

24 

• • • 

74 

Penshaw  (Shiney  Row) 

50 

18 

6 

74 

Silksworth  ... 

• • • 

42 

20 

• • • 

62 

Rainton  E.  ... 

... 

16 

14 

10 

40 

176 

94 

22 

292 

1.  Unfit  dwelling-houses : 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  Health  Department  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  495 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  139 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  not  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notice  : 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  by  informal 
notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  section  28  House  Town  Planning 

Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  notices  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  8 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


38 

4 
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( c)  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  House  Town 
Planning  Act,  1909 — 

(1)  Number  of  reports  made  with  a view  to  closing 

Order  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  N umber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  ...  1 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

Milk  Supply. 

Practically  the  entire  milk  supply  consumed  is  pro- 
duced within  the  district;  which  contains  many  well 
managed  dairy  farms.  Of  late  there  is  a tendency  on 
the  part  of  producers  to  exercise  more  care  in  milking 
and  storage  of  milk,  and  its  distribution  to  customers  in 
sealed  glass  bottles.  It  is  hoped  that  the  system  adopted 
by  some,  will  become  general.  Many  of  the  farms  in  the 
district  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  and  most  of 
them  found  to  be  satisfactory  from  a structural  stand- 
point ; the  byres  are  clean,  well  lighted  and  ventilated, 
with  a plentiful  supply  of  water,  hot  and  cold.  Although 
these  conditions  seem  to  be  necessary  in  all  cases  where 
a good  supply  is  maintained,  there  are  other  requirements 
which  determine  whether  milk  is  wholesome  or  otherwise; 
and  these  depend  entirely  on  the  conception  of  producers 
as  to  what  purity  means ; the  proper  observance  of 
cleanliness  by  the  milkers,  the  care  of  the  cows,  and  an 
efficient  storage  of  milk. 

Regarding  tuberculous  milk  and  cattle,  no  cases  have 
been  reported  to  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the 
year. 
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There  have  been  no  applications  made  in  the  district 
for  the  sale  of  any  milk  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designa- 
tions) Order,  1923.  A community  such  as  ours,  would 
find  any  of  the  graded  or  certified  milks  too  expensive  an 
item  to  supplement  their  daily  needs. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Owing  the  scattered  nature  of  the  district,  it  is  not 
possible  to  examine  all  carcases  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 
Similarly  the  establishment  of  a central  public  slaughter 
house  would  be  inconvenient  from  the  butchers  point  of 
view.  On  the  other  hand,  most  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
are  obtained  from  local  farms,  and  are  of  prime  quality. 

Meat  Regulations,  1924. 

Copies  of  these  have  been  supplied  to  all  the  purveyors 
of  meat;  in  addition  to  which,  substantial  pasteboard 
copies  have  been  supplied  to  hang  in  the  shops.  There  are 
no  stalls  or  stores  in  the  district  where  the  meat  is  exposed 
for  sale  in  the  open.  The  shops  are  fitted  with  glazed 
windows,  and  in  practice  it  is  found  that  the  butchers  in 
their  own  interests,  endeavour  to  prevent  any  con- 
tamination by  dust,  etc.  During  the  year  a quarter  of 
chilled  beef  was  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
destroyed.  Diseased  meat  is  disposed  of  under  the  per- 
sonal supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  Slaughter 
Houses  in  the  district : — 


1920. 

2 

9 


Jan.  1925. 


Dec.  1925. 


Registered 

Licensed 


10 


o 


2 

10 
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Other  Foods. 

Bakehouses. — Generally  the  bakehouses  in  the  district 
are  clean  and  well  kept.  In  August,  action  was  taken 
against  the  occupier  of  an  underground  bakehouse  in  the 
Herrington  District;  prohibiting  the  use  thereof.  The 
requirements  of  the  Council  were  complied  with ; the 
occupier  making  other  arrangements. 

Since  1920,  a number  of  small  shops  have  been 
opened  where  articles  of  food  were  either  prepared  or 
exposed  for  sale;  and  in  addition  a number  of  fried  fish 
and  chip  shops.  The  conditions  prevailing  in  some  of  the 
latter  are  not  altogether  satisfactory,  and  there  are  no 
regulations  in  force  governing  these  premises.  There 
has  been  no  case  of  food  poisoning  reported  in  your 
district  for  the  year  1925. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

During  the  year  113  inspections  were  made  by  your 
Inspectors ; and  four  written  notices  served  for  minor 
defects,  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation,  and  under- 
ground bakehouse;  ail  of  which  were  remedied.  In  the 
other  cases,  the  air  space,  ventilation,  drainage  and  closet 
accommodation  were  found  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  Act. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. 


These  acts  are  adminstered  by  the  County  Council, 


In  conclusion,  I desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  and 
indebtedness  for  information  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report  I have  received  from  your  Clerk — Mr.  W.  Plews, 
Assistant  Clerk— Mr.  Baggott ; and  your  Sanitary  In- 
spectors— Messrs.  T.  & J.  Morley. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  R.  V LANGE  N BERG,  BVLB.,  C.M., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  H ought on-l e-Spring 
Rural  District  Council . 


Yital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1925,  and  Previous  Years. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  year  1925. 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  year  1925. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of 
“ Residents”  whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 

rotal  Deaths 
whether  of 
,l  Residents” 
or  “ Non- 
Residents  ” 

All 

Ages 

Un- 

der 

1 

year 

1 and 
un- 
der 

2 

2and 

un- 

der 

5 

5 and 
un- 
der 
15 

15 

and 

un- 

der 

25 

25 

and 

un- 

der 

45 

45 

and 

un- 

der 

65 

65 

and 

up- 

w’ds 

in 

Institutions 
in  the  ' 
District 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

. ,,  ~ Certified 

All  Causes  Untertified  ... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

1 

1 

Small  Pox 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Measles 

5 

1 

2 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . • 

Whooping-Cough 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

Influenza 

4 

. . . 

2 

1 

1 

. . . 

Erysipelas 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

Phthisis  Pula nonalis  ... 

31 

) 

. . . 

6 

13 

8 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

8 

1 

4 

2 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

7 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

. . • 

. . . 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

24 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

4 

9 

11 

Rheumatic  Fever 

. . . 

. • . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . • 

. . • 

Meningitis 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

34 

3 

6 

11 

14 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

41 

13 

8 

3 

2 

2 

3 

6 

4 

Bronchitis 

23 

4 

3 

3 

4 

9 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

13 

11 

2 

. . . 

. * . 

. . . 

Appendicitis  ... 

2 

2 

. . . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

. . • 

1 

Alcoholism 

. • • 

. . . 

. . • 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

11 

. . . 

4 

5 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

...  4 

of  Pregnancy 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal- 
formation, including  Pre- 

5 

* * * 

... 

... 

• • • 

1 

4 

• • • 

• • . 

mature  Birth 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

44 

44 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Suicide 

11 

. . . 

3 

2 

... 

3 

3 

• . • 

Suicide 

1 

. • . 

1 

. . » 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  Ill-defined  or  Un- 

108 

8 

3 

... 

2 

2 

8 

21 

64 

... 

known 

4 

... 

2 

. . . 

1 

1 

• • . 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Anterior  Poliamyelitis 

. . • 

. • • 

. • • 

. . • 

• • • 

• • . 

• * * 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

392 

86 

25 

17 

18 

29 

42 

64 

Ill 

... 

71 


TABLE  IV. 


Infant  Mortality  during  year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 

Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year  of  age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

4 Weeks. 

4 Weeks  and 

under  3 Months 

3 Months  and 

under  6 Months 

6 Months  and 

under  9 Months 

9 Months  and 

under  12  Mths. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 Year. 

...  (Certified 

All  causes  { Ullcertified  ... 

... 

;;; 

... 

... 

... 

Small-pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Measles 

. . . 

. . . 

. . • 

. . . 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

. . 

. . . 

. . • 

. . • 

... 

. . . 

Whooping-cough  ... 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

1 

2 

^Diphtheria  and  Croup 

. • . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. • • 

Erysipelas 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

. . » 

. . . 

4 • 4 

/Tuberculous  Meningitis... 

• . . 

. . . 

. • . 

. . . 

• • • 

4 4 4 

Abdomoninal  Tuber- 

•j  culosis  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous) 

... 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

Convulsions... 

... 

. . . 

2 

1 

. , . 

3 

Laryngitis 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

4 4 4 

Bronchitis 

1 

... 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Pnenionia  (all  forms'' 

3 

1 

1 

8 

13 

1 Diarrhoea 

. • o 

... 

... 

. 4 4 

1 Enteritis 

i 

1 

... 

5 

4 

1 

11 

Gastritis 

. . . 

1 

1 

Syphilis 

. . . 

1 

• • • 

1 

Rickets 

... 

4 4 4 

Suffocation,  overlying 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

Injury  at  Birth 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

4 4 4 

Atelectasis  ... 

1 

1 

1 

/ Congenital  Malformations 

2 

2 

2 

4 

1 Premature  Birth  ... 

19 

2 

i 

22 

1 

23 

i Atrophy,  Debility  and 

Marasmus 

5 

1 

i 

3 

10 

5 

1 

... 

1 

17 

Influenza 

• • • 

... 

. . . 

• . . 

. • • 

. . . 

... 

... 

Other  causes 

... 

i 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

3 

27 

4 

4 

3 

38 

16 

10 

7 

15 

86 

mm 
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